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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  March 20, 2009
CONTACT: Dave Rosenfeld, daver@ospirg.org, 503-709-8676
ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION PASSES OREGON HOUSE
The Oregon House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed HB 2386, which would allow Oregonians with valid drivers’ licenses to register to vote on a secure, Secretary of State-hosted website.  The bill, sponsored by Representative Ben Cannon (Portland, District 46) now advances to the State Senate.  If the State Senate passes HB 2386, Oregon will join Washington and Arizona as among the states with an online voter registration system.  
“Online registration is a smart step towards modernizing Oregon’s voting system,” said OSPIRG Executive Director Dave Rosenfeld, “This will give Oregonians yet another access point to our political system.”
Online registration has proven to be popular in both Arizona and Washington.  In 2003, the first year of Arizona's Online Voter Registration program, 25% of all new voter registrations were done online. That percentage then jumped to 72% in 2007.  More than half of the applicants in Arizona using online voter registration are between the ages of 18 and 30, a group that historically has had low voter turnout.  After Washington implemented online voter registration, 1,634 online applications were recorded in the first three days.
“Kudos to Representative Cannon, and to the entire House of Representatives, for taking this important step towards bringing Oregon’s voting system into the 21st century,” said Rosenfeld.
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Online Voter Registration: Simple, Smart and Proven
Support House Bill 2386
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1Oh My Gov! http://ohmygov.com/blogs/general_news/archive/2008/07/22/arizona-and-washington-leave-other-states-in-dust-on-online-voter-registration.aspx
2 Washington Secretary of State. http://www.secstate.wa.gov/Elections/online_reg_faq.aspx
3 Oh My Gov! http://ohmygov.com/blogs/general_news/archive/2008/07/22/arizona-and-washington-leave-other-states-in-dust-on-online-voter-registration.aspx
4 Seattlepi.org. http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/347217_voterregistration14.html

Online Voter Registration is Simple and Secure


Registrants must verify that they are eligible voters in order to register online.


Online voter registrants submit the same information that they would on a paper registration form.


The registrant must have a valid Oregon driver license or state identification card—for which they must prove legal residence in Oregon. 


Online voter registrants use their driver license or identification card signature to match their ballot to their registration. 


Registered voters can update their addresses online through this system.


The online voter registration system uses security technology methods similar to those of banks and retailers to protect personal information.


Implementation of online voter registration will qualify for federal funding and have no state budget impact.








Online Voter Registration Has Proven              Popular and Successful in Other States


Both Arizona and Washington already use online voter registration. California and Utah are in the process of implementing online voter registration.�


In 2003, the first year of Arizona's Online Voter Registration program, 25% of all new voter registrations were done online. That percentage then jumped to 72% in 2007.2


More than half of the applicants in Arizona using online voter registration are between the ages of 18 and 30, a group that historically has had low voter turnout.3


After Washington implemented online voter registration, 1,634 online applications were recorded in the first three days.4











Online Voter Registration is        Smart for Oregon


Online voter registration brings the same accessibility to government and elections that already exists in most other aspects of the lives of Oregonians.


Online voter registration would mean more legible registrations and more accurate records.


Online voter registration particularly improves voter participation among youth and increases access for many people with disabilities and individuals confined to their homes.
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