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The Benefi ts of Adopting the 
Clean Cars Program in Florida

The Clean Cars Program
 Saves Money for Consumers
Adoption of the Clean Cars Program will save money for consumers. Automakers can use a variety of 
technologies to meet the standards, including technologies to reduce gasoline use, allow for the use of low-
carbon vehicle fuels, or reduce global warming emissions from air conditioning.

Depending on how automakers choose to comply with the standards, the Clean Cars Program could lead 
to a reduction in gasoline use of as much as 1.6 billion gallons annually in 2020, which translates into 
consumer savings at the pump. At today’s average fuel prices ($2.74 per gallon), consumers could save up 
to $4.4 billion at the pump in 2020.5 These savings would more than offset the additional cost of vehicles 
complying with the program. The state of California projects that vehicle owners will save a total of $41 
to $81 each year due to the standards—and that is assuming gasoline costs only $1.74 per gallon.6

Global warming poses signifi cant threats to Florida, from more frequent and severe hurricanes, to extend-
ed droughts and heat waves, to coastal fl ooding from rising sea levels, all of which could seriously impact 
our quality of life, our environment and our economic prosperity.  

Scientists have said we need to reduce the pollution that causes global warming by 80% over the next 50 
years. Governor Crist has taken a bold fi rst step by laying out a plan that makes Florida a leader in that 
effort. One of the most important parts of that plan is to adopt the “Clean Cars Program,” which sets 
limits on global warming pollution from cars, light trucks and SUVs.

Transportation is Florida’s second largest source of carbon dioxide pollution—responsible for more than 
42% of the state’s emissions in 2004. And because there are more cars on the road and people are driving 
more, the problem is only getting worse. 
 
The good news is that automakers can make cars that release less pollution, while offering us all the ame-
nities and styles we are accustomed to.  

The benefi ts of adopting the Clean Cars program will be signifi cant:
•   Adopting the Clean Cars Program in Florida will cut global warming pollution from cars, light trucks
 and SUVs by 9.8 million metric tons per year below projected levels in 2020. 
•  The cumulative global warming emissions reduction from the program between 2010 and 2020 is 54.4
 million metric tons.

With the Clean Cars Program, consumers could save up 
to $4.4 billion at the pump in 2020
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A look inside the engine compartment of a hybrid gasoline-electric 
car, one of several advanced technologies that can help cut global 
warming pollution from cars and trucks.
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The global warming pollution reductions from 2010 to 2020 from implementing
the Clean Cars program would be equivalent to taking 13.8 million cars off
the road for a year.

If Florida were to adopt the Clean Cars Program, by 2015, new cars would be required to emit 34 percent less global warming 
pollution on average, and light trucks 25 percent less pollution. Tailpipe emissions of conventional air pollutants will also be 
reduced, making Florida’s air easier to breathe.

Reducing Global Warming Pollution 
with the Clean Cars Program 
The Clean Air Act allows states with air quality problems to choose between federal 
vehicle emission standards and the more protective standards—known as the Clean 
Cars Program—implemented by the state of California.

Unlike current federal standards, the Clean Cars Program includes limits on global 
warming pollution. To give automakers time to implement the program in Florida, it 
would start no sooner than 2010. The program will require automakers to reduce the 
average amount of global warming pollution from their cars, light trucks and SUVs. 
By 2015, new cars will be required to emit 34 percent less global warming pollution 
on average, and light trucks 25 percent less pollution.  These aggressive, yet achiev-
able standards will result in signifi cant reductions in global warming pollution.1

In adopting the Clean Cars Program, Florida joins 12 other states—California, Con-
necticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, Vermont and Washington.

Light-duty vehicles in Florida are projected to release 87.9 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide (MMTCO2) in 2020, the result of increasing vehicle travel, grow-
ing use of SUVs and light trucks, and stagnant fuel economy. By adopting the Clean 
Cars Program, annual emissions will be reduced by 11 percent, to 78.1 MMTCO2 in 
2020.2

From 2010 to 2020, thanks to the Clean Cars Program, vehicles in Florida will have 
released 54.4 million metric tons less carbon dioxide. This is equal to removing 13.8 
million of today’s cars from the road for a year.3 And on an international scale, the 
pollution savings are bigger than total annual emissions from Ireland.4

Figure 1. Carbon Dioxide Emissions from Cars and Light Trucks in Florida
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