







Tuesday, October 10, 2006
Director W. Michael Sullivan

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

235 Promenade St. 5th Floor

Providence, RI 02908-5767  
Re: Protecting State Parks, State Management Areas and State Lands, 

Rulemaking and Implementation of S-2497A

Dear Director Sullivan:

We are writing to express our excitement and expectations for the upcoming rulemaking and implementation of S-2497A, which directs the Department of Environmental Management, in consultation with the Department of Administration, to develop guidelines, standards and criteria for the evaluation of actions that would convey, amend or constitute changes in the use of state-owned and managed property.

We believe this rulemaking presents an opportunity for the state of Rhode Island to significantly increase the level of protection afforded to all existing state lands, including specifically state parks and state management areas. 
As Director of the Department of Environmental Management we encourage you to take full advantage of this opportunity to increase the level of protections for some of Rhode Island’s last remaining open spaces.  As you know, over the past several decades, the state of Rhode Island, federal agencies, land trusts and other non-profit land conservation organizations, foundations and individuals have invested thousands of hours and millions of dollars protecting the state’s most valued natural communities, farm land, forests, watersheds, scenic landscapes and other open spaces. The rulemaking process under S-2497 and the resulting rules will ensure that those investments are sound and well cared for over the long term and will benefit the citizens of this state for many generations to come, as intended when the investments were made. These rules will also reaffirm public confidence in the Rhode Island’s land conservation programs and investments. 
As you well know, Rhode Island is the second most densely developed state in the country and our sprawling pattern of development is rapidly consuming previously undeveloped lands throughout the state. Efforts to protect lands from development by the state of Rhode Island, local cities and towns and private organizations have accelerated accordingly, but have so far been unable to keep pace with our sprawling pattern of growth.

Given Rhode Island’s rapid pace of development and the potential for our trend of sprawling growth to continue, we believe our state should not pass up on any opportunity to further protect our existing open spaces. Moreover, we believe the pace of development in Rhode Island will put our existing open spaces at a heightened risk, unless clear rules, guidelines and standards are established to permanently protect them.

With that purpose in mind we urge the Department of Environmental Management to use this rulemaking as an opportunity to establish specific guidelines and criteria to evaluate any proposed change in use, or conveyance of interest, for each of the following types of lands: state parks, state management areas, and other state properties.  

For state open space lands, we believe that the rules should begin by establishing a clearly outlined and transparent process, including a time period for public comment, while any proposal to change the use of these lands is being considered. For other state properties, we believe the rules should begin by establishing clearly outlined criteria for evaluating the natural resource values that those lands possess and when it is in the state interest to protect those natural resource values. 
For state parks we urge you to make clear that it is in the public’s interest to preserve our state parks and protect them from any new development that is inconsistent with the goals and intentions for which the park was originally designated. We also believe there should be explicit language to clarify that any proposed development or change in use of state park land that is inconsistent with the purposes for which the park was originally designated will have an adverse affect on the state’s interest in open space values.
For state management areas, we urge you to adopt rules and criteria that make explicit the public’s interest in protecting the size and quality of existing open spaces, including protecting the irreplaceable natural communities and similar characteristics of public lands and their value as wildlife habitat and in watershed protection. 
We the undersigned would like to work with you to draft the rules, regulations and criteria to implement this law. Specifically we request you convene a meeting of stakeholders to begin this process in the near future.
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to protecting Rhode Island’s environment.

Sincerely,

Eugenia Marks



Sheila Dormody

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Clean Water Action
Cynthia Giles




Paul Beaudette



 

Conservation Law Foundation

ECRI Education Fund
Matt Auten




Rupert Friday



  Environment Rhode Island


Rhode Island Land Trust Council





Jane Austin




Janet Coit




     Save the Bay




The Nature Conservancy




CC:  Department of Administration

         State Properties Committee
         House Policy Office

         Senate Policy Office



