The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program

(As included in the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007)
From innovative buildings to bike paths, local governments have been at the forefront of our nation’s efforts to move our nation toward a new energy future. By adopting a multitude of creative policies to make our communities more energy efficient and by promoting the use of local renewable energy resources they have begun to improve the quality of life for their citizens while setting important examples for others to follow.  
The “Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007” established the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program designed to help America’s local governments to invest in measures to increase their energy independence by reducing the amount of energy they use. Congress authorized $10 billion over 5 years to seed a federal partnership with the America’s local governments to empower mayors and other local elected officials as they take local actions to reduce the nation’s energy dependency, promote increased energy efficiency, develop greener energy supplies and, reduce global warming emissions.  
The EECBG program is modeled after the highly-successful Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program; which was first enacted in 1974.  It emphasizes bottom-up, community-based strategies to help the nation meet its energy and climate protection challenges.  
The largest share of total funding (68 percent) is allocated directly by formula to eligible cities and counties. Similarly, each state receives a funding share to serve cities and counties not directly eligible for formula funds. Also, funds provided under the EECBG program require no matching share.
The $ 2 billion per year block grant will be used to assist city, county and tribal governments to implement energy efficiency and conservation strategies—

· to reduce fossil fuel emissions;

· to reduce total energy use; and

· to improve energy efficiency in the transportation, building, and other appropriate sectors.

Unfortunately, Congress has not allocated the 2 billion/year for this critical program.   Funding this important program can help jumpstart action at the local level to lessen our nation’s dependence on fossil fuels and begin to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions; while stimulating the economy and creating jobs in America’s cities.  
