






Most major retailers have stopped selling the 
toy;102 however, the toy remains on some 
store shelves and widely available over the 
Internet. 
 
In response to the CPSC’s inaction, both 
state and federal lawmakers have taken steps 
to ban the toy.  At the national level, 
Congressman Robert Andrews (NJ) 
introduced a bill with Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky (IL) on September 13, 2005 to 
ban the sale of water yo-yos.103  In June 2005, 
Illinois became the first state to ban the sale 
of water yo-yos.  State legislatures in at least 
New Jersey, New York, and Wisconsin also 
have introduced bills in past sessions to ban 
the toy.104 
 
Injuries associated with the water yo-yo also 
have prompted strong action in countries 
around the world. In 2003, Canada’s 
Consumer Product Safety Bureau announced 
that “yo-yo type balls and similar products are 
prohibited from advertising, sale or 
importation in Canada.”105 The sale of yo-yo 
water balls also is banned in France, 
Switzerland, Australia, Luxembourg, Brazil 
and the United Kingdom.106   
 

Consumer Reports also reported that 
variations of the water yo-yo pose 
additional hazards.  Rather than a 
water-filled ball, some versions of 
this toy contain a battery and 
components to make it flash.  
During lab tests and real-life tests 

with supervised four-year-olds, the battery or 
other components fell out of the squishy 
material or tore through it in four of the six 
toys Consumer Reports tested.  Kids could 
choke on the parts, and a battery could eat 
away at the esophagus or stomach lining.  
Some of these toys come in packaging with 
choke hazard warnings; others do not.107 

 
- RECOMMENDATIONS - 

 
The growing numbers of injuries sustained 
by children playing with the yo-yo water ball 
are strong evidence that the toy should be 
banned in the United States.  The CPSC 
should not wait until a child dies to protect 
children from the dangers posed by playing 
with this toy. In 2007, the standards-setting 
body known as ASTM issued a voluntary rule 
intended to reduce risk from yo-yo balls by 
shortening the allowable string length.108 
 

Cords and Elastics in 
Toys 
 
ASTM maintains a voluntary standard for 
cords and elastics that may pose 
entanglement or strangulation hazards.  It 
states that cords and elastics included with or 
attached to toys intended for children less 
than 18 months of age must be less than 12 
inches long.  If the cords or elastics can 
tangle or form a loop in connection with any 
part of the toy, such as beads at the end of 
the cord, then the perimeter of the loop must 
be less than 14 inches.109 
 
ASTM published a separate voluntary 
standard for pull toys, stating that “cords and 
elastics greater than 12 inches long for pull 
toys intended for children under 36 months 
of age shall not be provided with beads or 
other attachments that could tangle to form a 
loop.”110 The cord could become tangled 
around a child’s neck and be locked into 
place by the knob.   
 
CPSC has the authority to enforce the 
ASTM voluntary standards.  Parents should 
remove beads or other attachments from 
elastics/cords on their children’s toys if the 
cords measure more than 12 inches.  
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Crib Mobiles 
 
Crib mobiles present a special hazard for 
infants.  Around the age of five months, 
children become more mobile and begin to 
push themselves up on their hands and 
knees.  At that point, mobiles left within 
reach of a child become hazardous; a child 
may be able to entangle herself in them but 
lack the physical strength or motor skills to 
free herself.  According to the voluntary 
standard published by ASTM, crib mobiles 
require labels with the following warning: 
“Caution: possible entanglement injury: keep 
toy out of baby’s reach.  Remove mobiles 
from crib or playpen when baby begins to 
push up on hands and knees.”111  

 
Drawstring Clothing 
 
Drawstrings on children’s clothing can lead 
to deaths and injuries when they catch on 
such items as playground equipment, bus 
doors, or cribs.112  From January 1985 

through June 1997, CPSC received reports of 
21 deaths and 43 incidents involving 
drawstrings on children’s upper outerwear.113 
In February 1996, CPSC issued guidelines to 
help prevent these injuries, which ASTM 
adopted as a voluntary standard in June 
1997.114  In the period since, CPSC has seen 
a marked decrease in fatalities and incidents. 
 
CPSC recommends that parents remove 
drawstrings from all children’s upper 
outerwear sized 2T to 12 and buy clothing 
that has alternative closures, such as snaps, 
buttons, and Velcro.115 
 
In May 2006, CPSC sent a letter to 
manufacturers and retailers of children’s 
upper outerwear, urging them to make sure 
that all clothing sold in the U.S. complies 
with the voluntary safety standard.116  The 
letter also stated that CPSC “considers 
children’s upper outerwear with drawstrings 
at the hood or neck area to be defective” and 
subject to recall. Since January 2006, CPSC 
has announced at least 13 recalls of 
children’s clothing items with drawstrings.117 

 
 

Other Toy Hazards 
 
 

Projectiles 
 
ASTM established standards governing 
projectile toys, defined as toys “intended to 
launch projectiles into free flight by means of 
a discharge mechanism in which the kinetic 
energy of the projectile is determined by the 
toy and not by the user.”118  The standards 
state that projectiles intended to be fired 
from a toy “shall not have any sharp edges, 
sharp points, or small parts” that would fit 
inside the choke tube.119  In addition, the 
standard states that rigid projectiles fired 

from a toy should not have a tip radius less 
than .08 inches (2 millimeters).120 Any 
protective tip should not become detached 
from the projectile when subject to standard 
“use and abuse” tests described in the ASTM 
guidelines.121 
 
CPSC has the authority to enforce the 
ASTM voluntary standards and exercises that 
authority when necessary.   











Problem: The Center for Environmental Health tested one of these Curious George dolls and 
found lead at levels more than 10 times the legal lead-paint limit.143  PIRG testing confirmed the 
Center for Environmental Health’s results, finding lead at levels of 5 times the legal lead paint 
limit (3,000 mg/kg). This toy was recalled by the manufacturer in October after CEH notified it 
and by the CPSC on November 8, 2007.144 
 

 
Category: Contains lead  
Toy Name: “Princess,” “Diva,” “Angel,” “Cutie,” and other 
assorted zipper pulls 
Manufacturer: Unknown (Made in China) 
Item Number: 84990001 
Problem: PIRG testing found that the metal zipper pull 
contained lead at levels of 650,000 mg/kg (or 65% lead by 
weight). 

 
 
Category: Contains Lead 
Toy Name:  Special Designed Farm Set- Yellow Cow 
Manufacturer: Qausini 
Item #: H641 
Problem:  PIRG testing found that the paint on the yellow cow 
contained lead at levels of 860 mg/kg, exceeding the 600 mg/kg 
limit. 
 

 
 
Category: Contains Lead 
Toy Name: Diddl necklace (Letter H) with rhinestone 
Manufacturer: Depesche 
Item #: 014006.008_A 
Problem: PIRG testing found that the children’s jewelry contained 46,000 
mg/kg of lead (or 4.6% lead by weight).  
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Examples of Toys Containing Potentially Toxic Chemicals 
 
 

 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Baby Einstein Baby's Photo Book 
Manufacturer: Kids II 
Item Number: 30701 
Problem: Laboratory tests found an unidentified phthalate ester at an 
estimated concentration of 8,000 parts per million (0.8%). 
 

 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Sassy Who Loves Baby Photo Book 
Manufacturer: Sassy 
Item Number: 8149 
Problem: Laboratory tests found bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate at an estimated 
concentration of 1,400 parts per million (0.14%). 
 
 
 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Dream Girl Fashion Frenzy 
Manufacturer: Dream Cosmetics LLC 
Item Number: GG10073 
Problem: Nail polish contains toluene. 
 

 
 

Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Dream Girl Princess Pouch 
Manufacturer: Dream Cosmetics LLC 
Item Number: GG10031 
Problem: Nail polish contains xylene. 
 
 

 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Princess Expressions Beauty Backpack 
Manufacturer: Dream Cosmetics LLC 
Item Number: GG10021 
Problem: Nail polish contains xylene. 
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Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Glitzy Girl Cosmetics Glamour Kit 
Manufacturer: Beauty 21 Cosmetics 
Item Number: 2041218 
Problem: Nail polish contains dibutyl phthalate. 
 
 

 
 

Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Claire's Cosmetics 6 Pack Lip Gloss 
Manufacturer: CBI Distributing 
Item Number: 69236-8 
Problem: Some of the lip gloss contains butylated 
hydroxytoluene. 
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Attachment B. Toy-Related Deaths, 1990-2005   
 
 
Toy-Related Deaths (Children Under 15): 1990-2005c 
  1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Total 
Choking/Asphyxiation Deaths                                   

Balloons 6 3 6 6 6 8 7 6 4 4 1 4 3 3 1 1 69 

Balls 2 2 3 6 4 2 0 3 1 4 2 1 2 5 4 6 47 

Marbles 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 

Toy or Toy Part 6 6 1 4 3 1 3 2 3 1 2 4 3 2 2 2 45 

Total 14 13 11 16 13 12 10 11 8 9 6 9 8 10 7 9 166 
                                      

Riding Toys, Scooters 4 8 4 5 4 6 2 0 4 4 8 13 5 0 6 5 78 
                                    

Toy Chests 4 2 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 14 
                                    

Strangulation 1 1 3 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 14 
                                    

Other 0 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 2 2 2 1 0 1 1 3 20 
                                    

TOTAL TOY DEATHS 23 25 22 25 18 21 13 13 14 16 17 25 13 11 16 20 292 
% BY 
CHOKING/ASPHYXIA 61% 52% 50% 64% 72% 57% 77% 85% 57% 56% 35% 36% 62% 91% 44% 45% 57% 

 
 
Source: CPSC.  Data for 2005 and previous years available at“Consumer Product-Related Statistics,” http://www.cpsc.gov/library/data.html.  
 

                                                 
c Data for 2006 was not available at the time of publication of this report. 
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Attachment C. Lead in Children’s Jewelry: 
Test Results   
 
Test results are in milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg), or parts per million. 
 

Toy Name Manufacturer Item Number 
Store 

Purchased Test Results Notes 
Curious George Sweet Dreams 
(large stuffed monkey w/ 
plastic head) Marvel 90247 Toys R Us 3,000 mg/kg 

Face tested 0.3 % lead. Item 
has been recalled by 
manufacturer 

Diddl necklace (Letter H) with 
rhinestone Depesche 014006.008_A Toys R Us 46,000 mg/kg Necklace is 4.6% lead. 

Special Designed Farm Set- 
Yellow Cow Qausini H641 Dollar King 860 mg/kg 

Paint is 860 mg/kg. Standard 
is not to exceed 600 mg/kg 

Zipper pull "Diva" children's 
jewelry Unknown 84990001 Dollar City 650,000 mg/kg 

Decorative jacket zipper pull 
is 65% lead by weight. 

Lead paint standard is 600 mg/kg (ppm) or 0.06%; other products can be recalled if lead levels exceeds this level and are accessible. 
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