Support the Global Warming Response Act (A3301/S2114)
Prime Sponsors: Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Assemblyman John McKeon, Assemblywoman Linda Greenstein, Assemblyman Reed Gusciora, Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri-Huttle, Senator Barbara Buono and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

Global Warming is Real

Global warming is the greatest and most urgent environmental issue of our time.  For New Jersey, global warming means more flooding and air pollution. 
· Our coastal treasures, including all of our prized beaches, are at risk of flooding from sea level rise. Rising sea levels would also contaminate fresh drinking water sources and cause chronic flooding over 9 percent of New Jersey's land, including the Meadowlands, Atlantic City, Cape May, the Delaware Bay Shore and Long Beach Island. 
· Global warming also means more dangerous heat waves and more air pollution, putting seniors and children with asthma and other health problems at risk.
Global Warming Solutions 

New Jersey can help put the nation on the path to a secure future by tackling global warming. 
· We’ve had a lot of success here in New Jersey adopting policies to reduce our global warming pollution, especially carbon dioxide, the leading greenhouse gas.  These policies – the New Jersey Clean Energy Standard, the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, state energy efficiency programs and the Clean Cars Act – have cut our projected global warming pollution growth by more than half.  Nonetheless, it is clear that much more must be done.

· To avoid the worst effects of global warming, scientists say that we must cut global warming pollution by 20 percent below current levels by 2020 and 80 percent by 2050.  

· We have the solutions available to achieve these reductions by dramatically reducing our energy consumption and shifting to clean, renewable sources of energy.   These solutions also protect consumers from rising energy prices and grow our economy by promoting new investment in clean energy technologies.   

We are urging all members of the Legislature to co-sponsor the Global Warming Response Act and work to pass the bill by the end of June.  This ground-breaking bill requires mandatory limits on all global warming pollution from all sources statewide to below 1990 levels by 2020 and 80 percent below current levels by 2050.  

If New Jersey passes the Global Warming Response Act, we will pass the strongest comprehensive solution to global warming in the country.  Our state will also set a vital precedent for national action.  

The Global Warming Response Act
A3301/S2114 requires mandatory limits on New Jersey’s global warming pollution from all sources.  
Specifically, the act requires the state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to, or below, 1990 levels by 2020 and 80 percent below 2006 levels by 2050.  In addition, the act requires the following:
· No later than a year after the bill is enacted, the NJDEP shall establish an inventory of the current, 2006 and 1990 statewide greenhouse gas emissions levels.
· No later than January 2009, the NJDEP shall adopt rules and regulations to adopt a greenhouse gas monitoring and reporting program.   
· The NJDEP may adopt, by rule or regulation, a schedule of reasonable fees to be paid by entities that are significant emitters of greenhouse gases. The fees shall be deposited into a special, nonlapsing, “Greenhouse Gas Emissions Control Fund” and made available to implement the provisions in the act.
· The NJDEP, in consultation with the NJBPU, DA, DOT and DCA shall make specific recommendations on how to achieve the emission reduction targets.  No later than June 30, 2008, the NJDEP and any other appropriate state agencies shall prepare a report recommending the measures necessary to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to achieve the 2020 limit.  No later than June 20, 2010, the NJDEP and any other appropriate state agencies shall prepare a report recommending the measures necessary to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to achieve the 2050 limit.
· No later than January 1, 2009, and biennially thereafter, the NJDEP shall prepare a report determining the status of the greenhouse gas emissions monitoring and reporting program, current levels of greenhouse gas emissions in the state and progress made toward compliance with the 2020 and 2050 limit.

· No later than January 1, 2015, the NJDEP shall evaluate factors affecting the attainment or maintenance of the 2020 and 2050 limit.

· The act also allows the NJBPU to adopt a greenhouse gas emissions portfolio standard and electric and gas efficiency portfolio standards to reduce electricity and gas usage in the state to 20 percent below 2020 levels.
Current Assembly Co-Sponsors: Stender (Prime), Vainieri-Huttle, Gusciora, Greenstein, McKeon (Co-Primes), Stack, Watson-Coleman, Cruz-Perez, Prieto, Whelan, Oliver, Vas, Diegnan, Bramnick, Green, Munoz, Payne, Hackett, Panter, Giblin, Bateman, Gordon, Mayer, Epps, Wolfe, Chivikula, Lampitt, Kean, Pou, Holzapfel, Johnson, Baroni, Steele, Connors, Rumpf, Bioni, Wisniewski, Van Drew, Albano, Handlin, Barnes, Truitt, Egan, Fisher, Manzo, Rooney, Payne, Conaway, Conners
Current Senate Co-Sponsors: Buono (Prime), Kean (Co-Prime), Coniglio, Wienberg, Karcher, Ciesla, Sweeney, Vitale, Turner, Inverso, Singer, Connors, Adler, Madden, Rice, Kenny, Asselta
Selection of Organization, Elected Official, Business and Scientist Endorsements:
Environment New Jersey, New Jersey Environmental Federation, Sierra Club New Jersey Chapter, New Jersey Audubon Society, New Jersey Conservation Foundation, Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissioners, Pinelands Preservation Alliance, American Littoral Society, Coalition for Affordable Housing and the Environment, Princeton Students United for a Responsible Environment, Stockton Action Volunteers for the Environment, Earth Policy Institute, Environmental Defense, GreenFaith, Garden State Network of Spiritual Progressives, South Jersey Secular Jews, New Jersey League of Women Voters, New Jersey Farm Bureau, New Jersey Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, New Jersey Citizen Action, New Jersey Public Interest Research Group, BlueWave New Jersey, Learning Disabilities Association of New Jersey, Regional Plan Association, New Jersey Green Building Council, New Jersey Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability, Governor Jim Florio, Middlesex County Freeholder Jim Polos, Hamilton Mayor Glen Gilmore, Ringwood Mayor Joanne Atlas, Hopewell Borough Mayor David Nettles, Washington Township Council President Sonja Walter, Spring Lake Heights Council President Richard Gannon, Highland Park Mayor Meryl Frank, Montclair Mayor Ed Remsen, Mid-Atlantic Solar Energy Industries Association, Bluewater Wind, Metro Energy Solutions, Whole Foods Market Northeast, Community Energy, Atlantic County Utilities Authority, Innovative Energy Systems, PowerLight, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 269, New Jersey AFL-CIO Retirees Committee, Dr. James Hansen (Director and Lead Climate Scientist, National Aeronautics and Space Administration), Dr. Michael Oppenheimer (Department of Geosciences, Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University), Dr. Alan Robock (Associate Director, Center for Environmental Prediction, Rutgers University), Dr. Stephen Pacala (Acting Director, Princeton University Environmental Institute)

