Earth Day Contest Winning Essays

This spring I went to the first ever MMUN (Montessori Model United Nations). At the MMUN, I got to act as a UN delegates on different committees and talk about problems in the world. I participated in ECOSOC (Economic and Social Committee). The two problems we discussed were Freshwater Resources and CLIMATE CHANGE or Global Warming.; At the UN, I did something I believe all elected officials in our state and country should do.  I researched what the international community is doing to stop Global Warming, created resolutions with other countries representatives that believed in the same ideas, and presented those resolutions to the MMUN.  I think our politicians can do the same thing to stop Global Warming.  The governor can talk to the people and find out what they want, and then draft a plan to stop Global Warming. Some of the effects of Global Warming are the fact that the world has gotten 1 degree warmer over the past century and is expected to get 2-6 degrees warmer over the next 100 years.  Another effect is that ocean levels are expected to rise 3 feet over the next century.  The worst effect in my opinion though, is that the weather patterns will change.  This could severely damage the places that we rely on to grow food and other things we need.   The changes that are happening in the world around me are horrifying.  What kind of a world will I have in fifty years when I am old?  The politicians need to act now to save our world. If we all do nothing about Global Warming, the world I will grow up in, and all the generations after me, will be a very different world than the one we have today.  We need to stop Global Warming NOW! 

Haley Uustal, 5th Grade, Morristown

1st Place, Elementary School

    Our world has faced many things. Hurricanes, volcanoes, and floods. Murders, kidnappers, and wars. But now a new problem is coming up.  And it is going to affect New Jersey.  Big time. The problem we are facing now is Global Warming. You are probably aware of that. You might think it is no big deal, though. But it is. And I’ll tell you why. Animals like polar bears are getting trapped on floating ice because the sides have melted. They starve because they can’t get to land. A lot of them are dying. They might become extinct. Plants are another victim. Some aren’t growing anymore because of the temperature change. You might be asking if this will affect us. I can answer that question.  It will.  It might cause disease. It might flood parts of New York. This also might flood New Jersey. That means people will lose their job, or maybe their car, or maybe their house.  Or maybe their life. And why is this happening? Because we put too much pollution in the air with our factories, cars, and other things we use.  Because of our carelessness, we have made a big problem that is affecting everything. It is up to us to stop it. Because if we don’t, something bad might happen. Something big.  Then it will be too late.So how can we stop it? We can carpool, ride bikes, or walk! This will put less pollution in the air. If a lot of people do this, it might make a big difference, and global warming might not be such of a big deal. The government could put more trees in parks, or make a lot for trees. People can recycle much more, or not buy useless energy wasting stuff, like a radio they’ll keep on, but not listen to. Another tip is to not leave stuff like radios or Televisions on at night. These are ways you can stop Global Warming.  This is my report. I hope you think about Global Warming more carefully from now on. 
Kiera Whalen, 5th Grade, Upper Montclair

2nd Place Winner, Elementary School 

Preserve the Earth.  Many factories and gas terminals all send pollution which affects our planet Earth. While my father and I were walking downtown, I saw a factory producing cans and bottles. There was a black smoke coming out of the factory, I did not notice it was going to form a huge black cloud and affect our Earth. As I grew older, I noticed that the cloud that I saw was going to affect us and global warming. This means that the gigantic glaciers were going to melt. The ice that formed on the oceans now turned into water. This harms the Penguins, Polar Bears, and Seals. Polar Bears eat seal, and if Seals die the Polar Bear population will decrease.           Unfortunately, this is a huge conflict that needs to be solved. The New Jersey government can make a law. The law could state that every household has to try to minimize their use of electricity. In this way everybody can reduce the amount of heat. This can lead to less glaciers melting. People can recycle the car batteries that they use so dangerous chemicals would not be released into the atmosphere. Everybody should make efforts and recycle as much as they can.  If a company is making a brand new bottle of plastic, it will use more electricity and let out more pollution than recycling and reusing some bottles. This may help the conflict of global warming.  We have to work together to succeed in this plan. It may give an end to the global warming that we are facing now.  
Gurcharan Singh, 4th grade, Elizabeth

3rd Place, Elementary School

Global warming makes the earth hotter so in the winter it’s like the summer.  Then we would have no winter.  The Eskimos would not be able to make igloos.  It’s like when the Ice Age ended.  The water went over the sea level and washed away all the land.  A lot of the animals did not survive.  That might happen again.  The polar bears and the artic foxes and animals like that could die.  It would not be cold enough for them.  Global warming will also make the summers too hot to play outside.  Many animals might die because they will not be able to take the heat.  Kids will not be able to do their favorite outside activities like baseball, swimming, and playing at the beach.  Instead they will have to stay inside and play video games and watch TV.  We need to ask people to reuse grocery bags instead of using plastic bags.  Kids should walk to school instead of driving.  People should drive cars that don’t create as much pollution and they should not fly in airplanes as much.  We should turn our lights off as much as possible.  It’s too much for the people to make these changes by themselves we need the help of our government.  Dictated by Liam Walker, typed by Mom, Colleen Walker

Liam Walker, Kindergarten, Metuchen

Honorable Mention, Elementary School

Earth Day is when we say how grateful we are for our beautiful planet. When I think about our world, I think of mountain ranges, sunsets, flowers, blue-green oceans, and little animals. I also think of Hummers spewing gas, polar bears losing their homes, and cigarette butts covering the ground. All of the natural, lovely things that came with our earth are disappearing, and it’s our fault. There are newspaper articles and movies about global warming, yet we aren’t doing anything to stop it. There are many things we can do to keep our earth and its pretty things. We can take colder and/or shorter showers every morning. We can recycle paper, cardboard, milk cartons, and light bulbs, and put food in plastic, reusable containers instead of Ziploc bags. We can ride a bike, subway, or bus rather than driving a car. ;There are also things the government can do. They can tell car manufacturers to make all cars Hybrids and replace all of the light bulbs in public buildings with compact fluorescent bulbs. They could make sure we use more clean energy (i.e. wind and solar power) instead of oil and decrease carbon emissions. Sure, there are some inconveniences to these solutions, but it’s all worth it in the long run. It’s our earth, so let’s take care of it.
Emily Kruger Rosenzweig, 5th Grade, Millburn

Honorable Mention, Elementary School

The greenhouse effect causes global warming. The greenhouse effect is when the suns rays get trapped in the Earth, like a greenhouse. This is also caused from pollution.  Due to global warming the climates change. The temperature is hotter than it usually is. The glaciers are starting to melt. The animal and fish die. Here is what we should do. Please produce cars that do not need too much fuel.  We should make cars that don’t pollute the air. We can use hybrid cars. They use only a little bit of fuel. We should let people work close to home or use the bus. We should recycle things that can be recycled like  bottles, cans and paper. We should also plant more trees and plants. Please do not cut more trees.  People should get things that run with solar energy.  You should use windmill to make electricity.  Wind-mill energy is made by wind.  We should change our light bulbs to fluorescent light bulb. It lasts longer. Instead of using electricity you can use energy from the wind-mill. Instead of using a dryer use the clothesline to save electricity. Shut off the lights when you’re not in the room. We should  buy cool stuff .Buy things with energy star. Start today, don’t wait for tomorrow. 

Shreya Varadacha, 2nd Grade, Kendall Park

Honorable Mention, Elementary School

Some people argue and say “What will global warming do to me?” or “Why should I care?” The time for talking is over, because this is a serious problem! Here are some consequences to this problem if we don’t solve it soon! Many plants and animals will become endangered or extinct. There will also be a lot of coastal flooding, causing many people to lose their homes and jobs. The air quality will be poor as well and many people and animals will be sickened and die. In some places, there will be more huge, dangerous storms, such as hurricanes. They will cause millions of dollars in property damage and even some deaths! After a while, some places will become uninhabitable (probably places near the equator) and many people will lose there homes and have to move to a cooler climate! Many people in poor countries near tropical rainforests are cutting that beautiful habitat down to make money. That is only making matters worse because those trees and plants are using up the carbon dioxide and putting more oxygen into the air! If we don’t solve this problem, my home, Ocean City, will be destroyed!   However, we can do some things to slow, or even stop this process! The government could use less money on wars and start paying car companies to make more hybrid cars. Also, pay electric companies, such as B.L. England, to meet the Environmental Protection Agency’s standards. Make sure to give poor countries, such as Brazil money, to stop cutting down rainforests.  You should require florescent light bulbs and solar panels in or on every house that can afford them. You should let each house use a certain amount of water, too. Last but not least, build communities that encourage walking and that run on wind mill power.  I hope that as state and local legislators you will pass laws that will protect our future on this planet and my future, in my home.

Olivia Pawling, 5th Grade, Ocean City

Honorable Mention, Elementary School

GLOBAL WARMING.  Hot weather in the winter? How could it be possible? This is the cause of  global warming. Global warming is when the earth gets hotter because of greenhouse gasses.  The greenhouse effect is when the suns ray is trapped inside the earth’s atmosphere. This is like when the heat is trapped inside a car. On a hot day the sun rays get inside the window and can not get out. This is the greenhouse affect. Sometimes the change of weather can help us. The greenhouse affect makes the earth warm enough to live through the winter and the night.  Too much of the greenhouse gasses would make it  burning. Global warming is affecting parts of the world, like the sea. When water floods the land it is bad for the people, plants and animals. When the plants die the animals lose their source of  food and when the animals die of hunger the people lose their source of food , so it is possible that everybody can die of hunger., also the sea is rising so much that in a thousand years all of China’s population would be destroyed. Global warming is caused by mostly by electrical pollutions. There are a lot of sources that cause electrical pollution. Some examples of electrical pollution are turning on the light, watching T.V. ,listing to the radio, riding in a car, playing videogames, using the dish washer and many more. When we throw garbage it is brought to landfills, and sometimes the garbage is burned. This gives a lot of green house gasses into the air. We can change all of the global warming problem’s by carpooling. Four people can drive in one car, instead of four cars. We can also read and learn more about what is happing in the earth and discuss it to our families. We should preserve electricity and put out the greenhouse gasses. You can save energy by using solar energy. Solar energy is the energy given by the sun. we can drive cars, use dishwashers and use hairdryers with solar energy.  Planting trees is great and fun way to reduce the greenhouse gasses. Recycling aluminum foils and other recycling items is another good way to reduce greenhouse gasses. Riding bikes is a great way to get active and reduce pollution.  I can do my part to change global warming, but can you?

Aditya Srivatsan, 4th Grade, Morris Plains

Honorable Mention, Elementary School
 As you solemnly look out your waterfront beach house you see thousands of dead sea mammals and fish on the rock’s tides.  On this winter morning, you see your grandchildren, sitting on the porch outside, beads of sweat rolling down their faces.  They can’t go to your backyard anymore, since all the Atlantic marshes have dried up.  Although forest fires are very rare in the Eastern coastal area, it has now become a common occurrence.  You sadly tilt your head at the blazing sun and imagine how life would be like in the future.;     The question of global warming is not a question of whether to take an action or not, it is something we need to address as soon as possible.  If we don’t act fast we will not only destroy our ecosystems and plant life, but possibly lead to the loss of the human race too.  When the time comes for global warming to show its great effects, it would be too late to for us to use our technology or economy to protect the world itself.  ;     The continued reliance on nonrenewable resources would eternally damage our earth.  We should stop burning fossil fuels which is the leading cause to global warming.  We should use hybrid cars, and rely more on solar or wind power.  Better yet we should conserve energy and do the three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.  People feel that their lives have improved dramatically since the development of cars; however, they don’t recognize the harm caused by the pollution from vehicles.  The goal of using less energy will help protect us from global warming, but it can also be a common objective that we can rally around across all the states in this nation.   Each of us could take part in the solution for global warming by taking action to conserve and use renewable energy.  With the help of our government, we can establish laws to ensure that everyone is held accountable.   Furthermore, our government can promote awareness and encourage action to address global warming throughout the world.  We could spend our time debating the potential effects of global warming, or we could spend our time finding solutions.  The future is in our hands.

Christina Chiu, 8th Grade, East Brunswick

1st Place, Middle School

Uhhgrr. This is the sound of a polar bear suffering from heat exhausting and swimming in less cold water. This is because of GLOBAL WARMING. In the dictionary, Global Warming is defined as, an increase in the earth's average atmospheric temperature that causes corresponding changes in climate and that may result from the greenhouse effect. In the past and also today, we see Global warming happening. Examples are floods, hurricanes, and not snowing in the north in winter. This is all caused by mankind, which caused global warming.;        To begin with, in the North Pole, the polar bears are suffering because the North Pole is melting. Antarctica is also melting. This is a disadvantage because the Polar bears and penguins will suffer. Also, when the ice melts the sea levels will rise. When people start to notice this is happening, they will move north or south. When they arrive it will be an over population city. When we have fewer houses and more people, we need to make houses. Which means we need more wood and we have to cut down many trees. In addition, another issue we have that is caused by global warming is droughts. Many people in the south of the earth, like Africa are in droughts. Not all part of Africa is in a drought, only some of the countries. Sometimes in Africa it gets too hot. Some people may think this is an advantage, but it is actually a disadvantage. When it gets hot, no rain comes down. When no rain comes down, crops don’t grow and people have less food to eat and get healthy. People in Africa are suffering so much just because it’s hot. But the Earth is suffering because it’s too many unnatural sources.;        In the world, many people don’t care about Global Warming. But one person who wants to prevent or reduce global warming is, Angela Belcher, a bioengineer M.I.T. She is 49 and won a Mac Arthur Foundation genius grant in 2004. The reason is she invented a battery made of viruses. The one virus it is made of is M13 Bacteriophages with gold, cobalt oxide, and little of inorganic materials. The battery is made for cars. If this battery is tested and it is successful, she will be a climate change hero. When more cars drive with Angela’s battery in their car, the less global warming increases. Angela is a hero even if her product is still testing. The reason is because she is trying as best as she can to reduce global warming and to see the earth normal and healthy as it was many years ago.  She is a hero and will always be one.;        Therefore, global warming is affecting everyone and everything. Animals, people, plants, and most important the Earth are being affected. The world needs more like Angela to help the earth get better. A way to have this is to do it yourself. Shut any light or electronic you are not using. You can ride a bike instead of riding a car. You can even plant trees or flowers in your yard. If you do this you will be a hero. It doesn’t matter if you are a hero to others; it matters if you are your own hero. I am one step closer to reducing global warming because I have a club that does so. If any one has time, make a club or pick a piece of trash off the ground. Please consider the earth is suffering and needs help. 
Samaa Elbery, 7th Grade, Newark

2nd Place Winner, Middle School

There are few things harder for me right now than writing this essay. For one, I’m about to drown in the million pages of homework my teachers assigned to me tonight. It’s sitting there, in the corner of my room, just watching me, just waiting for me to pick it up, and then it’ll begin to twist my brain into a knot so painful that I’ll swear I’m going to die from it. And if that isn’t enough pain, I just got three wisdom teeth removed, and I’m currently living off Jell-o and ice cream and other soft foods that taste good but provide no real nourishment. My head hurts just thinking about the homework, and my mouth can’t chew. And what am I doing to stop all of this? Writing an essay on global warming that no one’s actually requiring me to do.  I’ll be the first to tell you, I’m not the type of person who will do things that aren’t required. Ask my teachers. I stick to the guidelines. I never go beyond what they ask me to do. They give me As. I’m happy, and maybe they’re happy that they have one less eccentric essay to read through and grade, and even if they’re not, they should be at least happy to give me the A. But honestly, even though there’s a pile of untouched homework staring at me with a steady and somewhat evil gaze, and I seem to be bad-mouthing my teachers a whole lot, I have to say that it was a teacher who got me started on this whole global-warming thing. Two teachers, actually, with completely opposite views on the issue. One was completely concerned about it. He gave us extra-credit if we watched shows on global warming and took notes on them. He was old, just about to retire, and he knew that he wouldn’t be around to see the real effects of global warming on us, but he didn’t seem to care. Being a teacher, and I guess caring about us, he tried to get us into the issue. And I did. The other teacher was a lot younger yet the complete opposite, telling us that global warming was happening but it didn’t matter, because he’d be dead once it really started to get going. And I have to ask, how can someone like that consider himself a teacher? Aren’t teachers supposed to care what happens to us, what happens to their students? Sure, he might be dead, but what about us â€“ or our children? We won’t be dead; our children may not yet be born. We’ll be adults just like the adults today, the adults with hopes and dreams that they’re afraid to admit because it may feel childlike. They’ll be dreams for a world that wasn’t so hot, dreams that New Jersey could get its three-foot snowstorm rather than just three inches. Ever since I had that one teacher who got me into the climate crisis, I’ve been researching things a teenager like me can do to help fix this problem. There aren’t many. Yes, I turn off lights when I leave a room, try and turn off electrical appliances when I’m done using them, try to use public transportation or if possible bike/walk, but really, once you’re into this, you want to do more than little household things like that.  And I can’t pass any laws against things like carbon dioxide emissions, which is the main problem causing this rise in temperature across the globe. That’s up to the government. And government, please start doing something about this. I’ll be honest, I’m scared out of my skin. This is all happening so fast. It’s like those acceleration charts that are sitting somewhere in that boatload of homework over there, where the line starts off slow and just goes zoom, straight to the top of the graph. That’s what we’re doing. We’re accelerating straight into global warming, headfirst, not a clue of what we’re about to experience. Unconsciously leaving cars running while we run out to grab something. Maybe people don’t know how bad that really is, or maybe they know but don’t think about it. Maybe they don’t want to. Maybe when they run into the house to grab an extra pacifier for their baby, they feel guilty for bringing their child into this world where everything’s going to melt over if we don’t do anything. And maybe they feel guiltier because they don’t know what to do about it. I assure you that there are many, many people, adults and teenagers alike, who are concerned about global warming but have no idea how to go about fixing it. Some of my friends have tried to do something, but we’ve never actually come up with any good ideas, and it was really a flop. We don’t know what to do. We’re not sure where to start. And, more importantly, we feel like we don’t have the power to get the message across of how scared we are that our world is heating up. And, worst of all, we’ve heard that if we don’t start acting now, it’ll be too late. It is people with power, people like our government leaders, who can help citizens like me who are passionate but have no clue where to start. You have the power to pass new laws reducing carbon dioxide emissions and stopping random day-by-day occurrences that hurt our atmosphere from happening. You have that power that we all dream to have. And we’re all begging you to use it, before it becomes too late to stop global warming from getting out of hand. But, even though I said that there’s not much a teenager like me can do about working against global warming, maybe I’ve finally found something I can do to stop this crisis. Maybe I’ve learn to go beyond what my teachers or anyone else, for that matter tells me to do, and I’ve finally realized exactly who I’m writing this essay for myself and my world, which I want us to save before it is too late. 
Pria Mahadevan, 8th Grade, Princeton

3rd Place Winner, Middle School

My name is James Weldon and I am a concerned member of the next generation.  I live in a world that is by no means perfect, but is a habitable place.  The only problem with this is that the condition of the earth is getting constantly worst due to some human issues, i.e. pollution, deforestation, and some natural issues such as Global Warming.  I do not know whether and not humans caused global warming, but we certainly are helping speed it up.  Global warming is an issue that many politicians and world leaders are discussing and I, a member of the next generation, intend to share my ideas as well. Since the 1970’s the average temperature on Earth has risen 1ºF.  Not so bad, right?  Well, with the current conditions of the atmosphere the average temperature of the Earth is supposed to rise 3-7ºF in the next 50-100 years.  So that means most of the next generation will be around to see this happen.  Along with this, tests taken at the Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii show that the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has risen 3 parts per million in the past year whereas the normal amount is 1.8 parts per million. This is quite an increase for one year.  As most know carbon dioxide comes from the burning of fossil fuels and the more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, the more the sun’s radiation is held in by the atmosphere. This is called The Greenhouse Effect and keeps the temperature on average warmer. It happens on Venus to such an extreme that the average temperature is about 900ÂºF. Now that would take millions of years to happen on Earth, but even the minor impact it has is causing massive changes on our planet. The numerous results of global warming are apparent in every corner of the world.  From the melting of polar icecaps to the evaporation of lakes in Asia, all of these effects of global warming must be stopped.  Earlier I mentioned the word deforestation; this is the cutting down of trees without replacing them. Not only does this leave many animals without a habitat, but trees also remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.  Every year in the winter when the trees are all dormant the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere goes up, but then in the summer, when the trees start to come back to life they take in carbon dioxide, regulating the amount.  But what if one year we had chopped down so many trees that the amount of carbon dioxide did not decrease as much? Then the amount of carbon dioxide would go up more than it already does each year.  Another one of the biggest inputs of carbon dioxide is the automobile.  In America, as of 2005, 25% of the nation’s households have 2 or more cars and over 2 million households have five or more cars. Think of all the carbon dioxide being added to the atmosphere; Fortunately global warming has several simple solutions. For example, now all the car companies are making Hybrid cars, which mix gas and electricity significantly cutting down on emissions of carbon dioxide.  Other easy solutions even save you money.  You can buy electric solar panels quite inexpensively, which not only save energy, but also save you money on heating bills.  Simple things such as planting a tree can help. It takes about the same time for a tree to mature as it does a child to receive a full education.  Recycling is another easy way to save energy. The list is endless.  I think America is starting to become more energy conscious because of the issue of global warming.  But the most I can do is nothing compared to what whole states can do.  New Jersey is the 2nd most energy efficient state, but why not be first? We are first in population density, so that means for the small amount of land we have there are lots of people.  All the kids in the country are being told about global warming, but we never get a chance to speak back and respond.  I think that all people should know about this issue, not just kids.  My name is James Weldon and I am a hopeful member of the next generation.   
James Weldon, 7th Grade, Summit

Honorable Mention, Middle School
For several decades the discussion about global warming and climate change has contained phrases claiming that this problem will greatly affect future generations. The reality is that global warming is an issue affecting millions of people around the world today. Consider this: during the last century, global temperatures increased on average 1.3Âº F. Also, hurricanes and other storms have increased in magnitude and frequency over this time. It is obvious that global warming is becoming an increasingly destructive issue, and it is therefore imperative that mankind unite against this common foe and find a solution to prevent further calamities. Since the beginning of the industrial age billions of tons of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases have been released into the atmosphere. If we do not find some way to drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions over the next few decades the consequences will be devastating. Hundreds of lakes and sources of water will dry up leaving millions thirsty and eradicating wildlife habitats. This could prove especially harmful as global populations are expected to increase significantly in the coming years. Also, according to a recent IPCC report, those who will be most affected by climate change are those who have contributed the least to it, the impoverished. For example, Bangladesh, one of the poorest nations in the world, is going to lose 17% of its land because of rising seas. In addition to being most affected by global warming, the citizens of poor nations like Bangladesh are also the least able to adapt to the changing climate because of a lack of financial resources. While impoverished  people all around the world are a major reason why we need to stop global warming, there is a more significant reason. Most importantly we need to stop global warming to prove that if we as a global community put aside our differences and unite we can accomplish anything. If we can unite and conquer this menacing foe it will be visible proof that mankind can do the impossible. This proof could serve to bring the whole together and would attest that our world most pressing issues- poverty, famine, and war- can be solved. Conquering global warming would bring many nations closer together and could ultimately lead to worldwide peace. Global warming is a major issue causing many problems all around the world. We must stop global warming because it is going to radically alter millions of lives in a negative way. Many nations are going to face challenges in trying to provide food and water to their citizens. Weather anomalies are going to increase in force and cause unimaginable destruction. Also, defeating global warming could unite all mankind and could eventually solve our greatest challenge: acquiring global peace. It is therefore essential to the survival of millions of people that we, as a global community, unite to overcome global warming.

Toby Kraft, 8th Grade, Bridgewater

Honorable Mention, Middle School

Today, the commonplace phrase “global warming”, once a small seed carefully sheltered by scientists, has germinated and grown in the fertile minds of millions of people not only in our communities, but also in our state, our nation, and the world. However, while many of us utilize this phrase frequently, faintly aware of possible lurking dangers, we do not realize the true, significant, urgent, and persisting debacle that faces the entire planet, not solely humans. We must stop global warming for the benefit of all Earth’s inhabitants.  We must do so to protect animal, including human, health. Today, increasing numbers of citizens of our state are suffering from asthma and other respiratory problems related to air pollution, as hotter, smoggier days cause or exacerbate serious health problems. We must attempt to prevent possible disease outbreaks here in New Jersey as a warmer climate and heavy, extended rains increase the risk of people contracting fatal diseases, who historically had little or no risk. These people must now live in constant fear.  Our warmer climate is causing extreme weather, such as the heating up of ocean waters (fueling even more dangerous and powerful hurricanes), severe flooding, and heat waves. Such weather may become more frequent and affect us more critically here in New Jersey, especially along the Atlantic coast and along major natural headwaters. Higher oceans are eroding our attractive and pristine coastline, causing us to face higher flood risk, more property damage, and higher insurance rates. Rising seas are also contaminating fresh water supplies. Additionally, our wildlife in marine, freshwater, forest, and swamp ecosystems is suffering. Oceans absorb a large percentage of the CO2 we emit into the air, causing these waters to become acidic. Soon, if measures are not taken to control these emissions, our oceans will be dead, completely devoid of life, forever impairing the natural demeanor of the ocean and (economically) fishing industries.   To commence a joint effort to stop human-caused global warming, New Jersey must first uproot the invasive weeds of apathy, futility, and misinterpretation that have abundantly overtaken the natural plants of alarm and concern within all citizens minds, and allow those of hope, determination, and conviction to blossom fully. To do so, we must properly inform each other of the pressing environmental debacle that faces us and explain the dire consequences. Our government can begin instituting and enforcing legislation to control human consumption that is causing such as disaster. Then, we can confidently advance, hopeful of the future, certain that we will meet our goals and positively convince others in other states that they too can make a difference.    As conservationist Dr. Jane Goodall stated, “We must use the fit of our lives to make the world a better place.” We must begin in order to continue. So let this be the time. Let us not wait any longer. Let us join hands and take our first step as a state towards making the world a better place for all. Let us quickly realize what environmental dangers face us and boldly vanquish them. Let us “become aware and actually think about the effect [we have] on the environment and on society. That’s [the] key, and that underlies everything else.”

Delphine Slotten, 8th Grade, Mendham

Honorable Mention, Middle School

Blase Pascal once said, “Let us weigh the gain and the loss in wagering that God is . . . If you gain, you gain all; if you lose, you lose nothing. Wager, then, without hesitation that He is.”(1) Scientists, politicians, and everyday people debate whether people cause global warming or if global warming is simply a part of Earth’s natural cycle. Without hesitation, you should say that global warming is directly related to human beings and their actions. Let’s say that global warming is rooted in our actions toward our planet. If you do everything you can to save our planet, but afterwards find out global warming does not exist, what did you lose? All you did was make the world a better place. By believing in global warming, all you have is to gain.  Many people believe global warming does not exist, but this is untrue. The average temperature per year has gradually risen during the last two decades. A study done by the University of Alabama in Huntsville shows that temperatures have risen .08° C per decade between 1979 and 1998. (2) In February 2007 climate scientists stated that the earth is the hottest that it has been for at least 1,300 years and that this fact directly relates to the amount of CO-2 created by fossil fuels, which is 12 percent more than existed in the 1990s. Within the next century the temperature is expected to increase at least 3.2° C, and at most 11.5° C. Because of these changes in temperature, the Arctic is becoming the warmest it has been in 125,000 years and ocean water is becoming less salty. By the end of this century, the oceans are expected to have risen 7 inches, at least. (3)  Peter Webster of the Georgia Institute of Technology and his team did studies on the whether global warming is linked to the abundance and strength of hurricanes. What they found was that global warming and hurricanes are linked. They found that since the 1970s, the number of category 4 or 5 hurricanes has doubled. (4) Global warming is a severe problem, but the solution is quite simple. All we must do is step up to the plate. We need to find a new green energy source to replace fossil fuels and put all our efforts into it. Solar energy already has potential. I have a teacher who has solar panels on her house. She produces some of her own energy and gets paid for the energy the power company takes. The government needs to put a majority of its resources into increasing the accessibility of solar energy to all. This will happen only if governors and state representatives promote solar energy. ;        I recently saw a movie titled "Jesus Camp." In one scene of this movie, a mother teaches her home-schooled son that global warming does not exist and is just a natural cycle. She has taught her son that a few degrees are so small that they cannot have an effect on the planet. A few degrees are all it takes to raise water levels and kill marine life. People need to be informed or they will go on not understanding and not realizing the true danger. Global warming is happening, and everyone should be taught this. ;        People always talk about how we need to stop global warming for “future generations.” But people can stop it for their generation too. If kids rode their bikes or walked to school everyday instead of being driven they could contribute; if all countries united and put a stop to pollution and the use of fossil fuels they could contribute; if parents did not teach their children that global warming does not exist, but that in fact it is a major issue they could contribute; if people stopped flying as much they could contribute; and we could stop all of this. Now ask yourselves, if you believe in global warming, and it turns out to not exist, what harm have you done? All you have is to gain.
Endnotes: (1) http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/pascal-wager/ (2) http://www.globalwarming.org/article.php?uid=897 (3) http://www.worldviewofglobalwarming.org/pages/actions.html (4) http://ff.org/centers/csspp/pdf/20050919.pdf 

Andrew Morrison, 8th Grade, Summit

Honorable Mention, Middle School

Close your eyes and imagine an earth where all polar icecaps have melted and coastal developments are swallowed by the wrath of the sea which has risen twenty feet; a world where the animal species of the present are no where to be seen. The winter would hardly be recognized and snow would not fall, temperatures beyond average; a world where weather extremes would be taking place all around and tropical diseases expanding. This world I describe will be felt by our future generations if we do not take action on global warming. Global warming will have the effects that the above description has. Global warming is created by the gases and fumes that are exerted by machines and factories. These gases mix with the ozone layer making it thicker and stronger. As the ozone layer increases so does the amount of trapped heat rays from the sun. The heat rays cannot pass through the ozone layer so they keep their warmth upon earth, increasing temperature. If those responsible for the global warming, which is the human race, do not take action soon, all will be lost. We have to put as much effort into stopping global warming as we do in stopping terrorists. Some believe other things are more important than global warming, but with the Earth spinning out of control, living things will die, and destruction will be taking place all around. Without the Earth, living things don’t exist, WE don’t exist, and then other problems have no meaning what-so-ever. One effect global warming will have on the Earth would be the rising sea levels, which will lead to ocean current changes. Another impact would be the fact that weather extremes will be taking place globally. Last, but certainly not least, global warming will alter agricultural patters, and spread diseases. All of these things will take place if humans worldwide do not put a strong foot forward into preventing global warming. Rising sea levels are caused by the melting glaciers in the poles and the melting of the glaciers is caused by global warming. Every day global warming gnaws at the edges of these glaciers just like a termite gnaws at wood. If the termite keeps gnawing, soon the wood will be so weak it will collapse. The edges of the glaciers break off every day. In the past 20 years more that one third of worldwide glaciers have melted, and all scientists believe that if global warming continues  in the next generation the glaciers will be completely obliterated. With all the melting glaciers the water levels rise, and costal cities will be swallowed by the oceans. When these glaciers melt, most of costal cities will be destroyed, killing innocent people. More than half of Florida will be completely flooded with water if the glaciers melt. I mean, Pennsylvania could be beachfront! I live in a city right between the bay and the ocean. I live on the bay and I’m still I’m only two blocks away from the beach. My town is joyous and wonderful but my little town of Ventnor won’t be so joyous if we don’t exist, we are hardy above sea level. Also, the melting glaciers release fresh water into the salt water oceans. With all of this fresh water, the currents will change, and this will mess up the cycle of the water. Cold currents and hot currents will collide creating typhoons and other such things. If cold and warm currents stop flowing to certain places the temperature requirements to sea life won’t be meet and sea life will die. One big impact global warming could have on the whole world is the melting of glaciers.  Furthermore, global warming will cause extreme weather patters. For example, the warm weather will create many unbelievably strong hurricanes and they will hit coastal civilizations destroying them. The change in water currents will make many rogue waves and tsunamis. Droughts, flooding, tornadoes, and tropical storms will become more powerful and will happen more frequently. In recent years records for hurricanes and tornadoes have been off the carts! These extreme weather patters will demolish many cities and towns, and will take the lives of many. Hurricane Katrina was heart breaking and terrible but with global warming, Katrina could be the normal in the future.  If we do not step in the path of global warming it will continue on its way to make catastrophic storms and weather patterns. Moreover, global warming will ruin present day agricultural patters and spread tropical diseases.  As everyone knows bananas can’t grow in Colorado, and apples can’t grow in Florida. If temperatures increase and waters rise the necessities that certain plants need won’t be meet. Apples for example cannot be grown in any place tropical like Florida or Hawaii. With hotter temperatures though, the apples won’t be able to grow correctly. The apples need a certain temperature, moisture, soil type, and sun interaction to grow, and if the places where they grow begin to have different qualities then they will not grow and the crop could be lost. The changing temperatures will change how all crops grow and could create a famine. Tropical diseases are only in certain parts of the world, in tropical parts. These diseases too need requirements to strive and with the globe getting hotter there are more places were the diseases can produce. These diseases will be unknown to the areas in which they migrate, and those areas won’t have the medicine that is needed to overpower the germs. To survive from famine and plague we must bring a standstill to global warming. Global warming is nature’s way of telling humans that we are not taking responsibility for our actions. Our action was burning oils and other such things that create fumes that are toxic to the ozone layer, and our responsibility is to undo the trouble we got all living things involved in. If we don’t take responsibility for these actions sea levels will rise and a change is ocean currents will take place. Also, weather extremes will be striking up everywhere in the world. And, to top it all off, agricultural patters will alter and tropical diseases will spread throughout the continents. The facts are in front of all eyes that read and it is the job of all to take action on the crisis going on throughout the globe.
Chelsea Mealo, 7th Grade, Ventnor

Honorable Mention, Middle School

The topic of global warming has slowly transformed from the idea of science fiction to an all too horrifying reality. Ever-growing attention onto the subject has prompted awareness of its effects on the Earth’s environment; from artic landscapes to dense jungles. There are many causes that create global warming and they are primarily found in greenhouse gas emissions. Global warming affects all environments, not just the exotic and radical. In our own state of New Jersey we too can witness the effects. Weather patterns that host mild winters and hotter summers can be witnessed as the beginning of global warming. The effort to reduce the effects and contributions to global warming must act in a snowball effect; from the attention of the individual to the effort of the state senate to the awareness of the leaders in Washington D.C.  New Jersey’s environment is a diverse and majestic landscape that embodies America’s beauty. From our wetland areas to our costal shores to our sprawling forest parks, New Jersey is a rich environment that demonstrates some of nature’s finest areas. New Jersey is also a land of rich economical development, a place where industry encourages strong commercial areas. But sadly, this development is overgrowing and destroying the nature around us. Being a native of Brigantine Beach in Atlantic County I witness daily construction on new 3 to 4 story mansions being built on top of areas I once thought was impossible. Being that Brigantine is an island, development is restricted and now builders are resorting to destroying wetland and dune areas which act as a utopia for many native species of animals. The more development that occurs encourages more cars on the road, more pollution to the environment, and less natural landscape. This is a lose-lose situation because we are destroying the natural environment and then further increasing gas emissions from commercial and industrial growth. One of the first things that our state legislature needs to act upon is to promote conservation. By doing so we protect the environment we still have and also restrict further industrial growth, which is a major source of gas emissions. By restricting the amount of gas emissions added to the environment we restrict the effect of climate change. In today’s modern government, national efforts to drastically curb greenhouse gas emissions are a complicated and problematic solution. Smaller efforts, those on a state-level, are a more plausible and effective solution. As a state, New Jersey can adopt environmental-friendly programs, those that cater to “Green” solutions and start an influential movement. It is however not all conservation-based. Because of the recent global attention of climate change, industries have developed and promoted “green” alternatives to popular gas emission procedures and New Jersey should promote such alternatives. This process also requires mutual responsibility between state-leaders and members of the community: individuals need to join together to show the amount of those concerned and state leaders need to promote awareness. If we can accomplish this, we can demonstrate a win-win situation: environmental efforts will help end global warming and will create an influential message to fellow states and further onto a national scale.

Taylor Van Nest, 12th Grade, Brigantine

1st Place Winner, High School

Many of my very first memories have been marked through and caused by the seasons.  I can remember my mom racking the vast variety of leaves that would float to the ground every time the weather turned chilly, and I can remember my dad showing us how to sled down the a hill so that we could go extra quickly.  I can remember how my little sister’s face lit up after we made snow angels in the front yard.  I can remember all these wonderful memories, but if my generation is not able to stop this enemy labeled global warming then my memories will become only memories.  It will be just a little matter of time until neither I nor any of my generation will be able to ever again build snowmen with the people we love the most, or sit and drink hot coco after taking a long walk in the chilly world around us.  ;  The world changes, and that’s a fact.  The world was not the same as it was when my grandmother was a child.  What was safe and acceptable for her generation is not what is safe and acceptable for mine because of this change. However when there is something good in this world, such as the beauty of the winter and the fall, it should be a crime for anyone to accept its demise as a necessary change in life.  Therefore, I refuse to simply accept global warming.;  One other thing my generation tends to have in common are the fact that we tend to have dreams.  We see something we want more than anything else in the world, and we go for it.  Well my little sister and I have the dream to travel the world, and help change it with our writing.  We’ve had this dream for years, but just recently on the news I was listening to a reporter explain how countries relationships could greatly struggle due to competition over natural resources because of global warming.  This would mean my sister’s and my own dream to travel the world would become even more greatly challenged.  It means that my dream could become near impossible.  I don’t give up on my dreams, and therefore, I refuse to just accept global warming.;  However, I've learned that it is not enough for anyone to simply say they are for or against an issue.  They have to take action in order for the problem to change.  Governor Corzine recently passed the Global Warming Response Act which would limit the damage being done to our environment, but it is my belief that we also have the responsibility to encourage and develop alternative ways for performing tasks that would usually harm the state of New Jersey.  An example of this action could be the passing of legislation regarding wind turbines which use the wind’s natural power to create electricity, but  requiring more and more businesses, who are major polluters, to switch to this and solar powered energy is what I believe will save New Jersey from the harsh fate to which it is so quickly headed.;  New Jersey is home to me and many other students who have memories and dreams here.  We have a plans to make a difference and change the world.  We have made promises to ourselves not to let anything get in our way.  However, there is a very real possibility that global warming can hurt or kill these dreams and promises.  That is why I care about global warming, and that is why I choose to take up the battle against this enemy.

Megan Walsh, 9th Grade, Linwood

2nd Place, High School

Massive super cell thunderstorms, rising sea levels, enormous deserts, and international epidemics do not sound too inviting. If global warming remained unchecked, it could lead to disaster. Global warming is a subject of hot debate because some believe it is not occurring. Global warming is happening. Global warming is a serious problem that must be addressed with actions to reduce pollution and improve international collaboration.  In order to understand the current debate, the causes of global warming must be understood. First of all, global warming is observed increases in the average temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere and oceans. The most accepted of the causes of global warming is greenhouse gasses. Greenhouse gasses are gasses that trap in heat that is radiated by the Earth. Excess greenhouse gasses cause the greenhouse effect. When sunlight reaches the Earth, some of the energy is reflected back into space. The remainder of the energy is absorbed by the Earth, which heats it. The Earth radiates the heat that is absorbed. The heat radiation cools the Earth. Sunlight and cooling keep the Earth at a balanced temperature of 590F. (Tomkin) Greenhouse gasses warm the earth because they let sunlight through the atmosphere to heat the Earth but trap the heat earth is radiating. Sunlight is high energy with short wave lengths in the light spectrum. This energy passes through greenhouse gasses. However, the Earth’s radiating heat is expressed in long wavelengths. These long infrared wavelengths are reflected back to Earth by the greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere. Gasses with three or more atoms are greenhouse gasses. Water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, and ozone are major greenhouse gasses. Greenhouse gasses are produced by burning fossil fuels, land clearing, and agriculture. Before the Industrial Revolution, the air was made up of 278 ppm of carbon dioxide. (Lynas) Today the air has 376 ppm, which is the highest in 420,000 years. (Lynas) Increase in carbon dioxide contributes to the greenhouse effect and global warming. These increases in carbon dioxide are primarily due to the burning of fossil fuels. Fossil fuels are sources of energy that were formed millions of years ago from the remains of plants and animals. Petroleum, coal, and natural gas are examples of fossil fuels. ;Global warming is happening now. On March 10, 2000, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration stated that the winter of 1999-2000 was the warmest winter in US history. (Smith). Warm winters could be brought on by global warming. The UN Environmental Program stated that the economic losses from the past 24 climate or weather-related catastrophes alone have exceeded $150 billion. (Smith). These are only two examples of how global warming could be affecting the Earth today. Furthermore, global warming could have catastrophic effects on human life. Temperatures could rise as much as 80F by the end of the century. (Tomkin) Huge storms could be created by warm oceans. These storms would have the power to destroy buildings, roads, bridges, rail, and lives. In addition, global warming is very dangerous to animal life. Melting ice in the poles will cause habitat depletion of many animals like polar bears and seals. A computer model created by the Union of Concerned Scientists and the Ecological Society of America predicted that warming oceans would destroy plankton life, which would result in die-offs in various marine life. (Smith). Diseases spread by mosquitoes would spread very quickly with warmer temperatures. Rising sea levels from melting ice would cause severe coastal flooding. Early snowmelt and droughts could cause water shortages in the American West. Professor Mike Schlesinger, of the University of Illinois predicted that there is a 45% chance the Gulf Stream will shutdown by 2100. (Lean). This could be a result of global warming. Without the Gulf Stream, many climates in North America and Europe would drastically change. The possible effects of global warming need to be considered. Efficient solutions must be devised to reduce global warming. First, fossil fuel consumption must be reduced. Fossil fuel burning produces large amounts of greenhouse gasses like methane and carbon dioxide. Alternative energy sources should be pursued to decrease fossil fuel consumption. Renewable energy like hydro, wind, and solar power has already shown some success. Automobiles should also run on alternative fuels like hydrogen or ethanol. Filters and cleaners should be installed in factories to reduce greenhouse gasses. Most importantly, there must be cooperation between different people and nations. These ideas to reduce fossil fuel use will only have an effect if they are put to action by billions of people. International organizations should bond together and spread their influence. Nations should set up laws regarding the amounts of greenhouse gasses that can be admitted by industrial areas and vehicles. The United States should especially enact some of these ideas because the US is leading nation in greenhouse gas production. These ideas should be put into action to reduce greenhouse gasses and global warming. In conclusion, global warming is a growing problem in need of immediate attention. Global warming could lead to many catastrophic storms, droughts, and flooding. Public awareness of global warming is very important. People need to realize the dangers of global warming and do their part to prevent it. Current technologies could lead to more efficient and renewable energy sources that could be used instead of fossil fuels. Everyone could help prevent global warming by buying fuel-efficient cars, conserving fuel, and recycling materials to reduce manufacturing pollution. 
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Jacob Reisser, 9th Grade, Lambertville

3rd Place Winner, High School
A growing danger in New Jersey, coastal development, a result of rapid urbanization, is greatly affecting the coast.  As excessive and poorly planned coastal development is detrimental to the beauty of the coastline, the balance of our coastal ecosystem is affected.  Natural buffers from storms and erosion are being destroyed, but with the presence of global warming, the situation is even worse for our New Jersey shoreline.  This should concern not only to environmentalists, but politicians as well.;   Visits to shore areas help put into perspective the immense impact of development and more notably the importance of maintaining a vibrant coastal ecosystem.  The marine ecosystems are being weakened by continued human activity, thus making New Jersey more susceptible to the effects of global warming.  Our coastlines, which are already weakened by construction, are not going to be able to support and protect beachfronts with the rising water level. A more active coastal management system will be needed to preserve an equitable balance between human activity, a rise in temperature, and the ecosystem. With more leisure time and an available income, vacationers are flocking to beach communities for relaxation and enjoyment. This influx creates demand for more construction of homes and commercial areas right on the waterfront. Generally, these seasonal visitors are not aware of the impact they are inflicting on the coastal ecosystem.  These natural habitats that properly preserve coastlines can provide a natural buffer, in turn protecting controlled development, while maintaining a more natural ecosystem.  These buffer zones provide barriers against natural hazards, with the beaches, cliffs, dunes, and barrier islands acting as barriers against wave action and strong winds. Buffers can provide safety for beach communities not built directly on the coast. As a result, the coastlines can be preserved as a national resource and can serve multiple purposes to the community.  Therefore, with an already weak New Jersey coastline, measures need to be taken as global warming will only weaken the coastline even more.   Now with the rise in temperature, polar ice caps and glaciers are melting, resulting in a rise of sea level that increases the risk of severe flooding.  Since this ice, that had previously been reflecting sunlight, is now turning into water, the oceans are absorbing more heat energy from the sun, thus resulting in more hurricanes and tropical storms.  These storms will be even more detrimental to New Jersey’s already weak beachfront as they have been weakened by construction, and natural buffers have been destroyed.  Furthermore, ocean current patterns are changing, affecting weather patterns that may cause floods or even droughts.  The coastline is at risk of being unable to protect itself against the results of temperature changes and may even be completely eroded due to its already weak defense.  More importantly, people visit the coast to take advantage of its splendor.  I believe it is the coast’s plethora of fauna and flora that gives our New Jersey marine landscape its true beauty.  The coastal ecosystem provides a multitude of interconnected subsystems that cannot be duplicated once destroyed.  The deterioration of estuaries and wetlands, which provide a nursery for numerous fish and are home to a large array of plants, birds, and freshwater filtering systems, would be a tragedy.  Our natural coastlines should be considered a national treasure for all generations, and to ensure this, we must stop global warming to help protect them.  For the senses of all people and animals, we must strive to halt the harm we are doing to our only home.

Marianne Slotten, 12th Grade, Mendham

Honorable Mention, High School

Dear State Leaders:  When I was young, I frequently went with my mother to go to do shopping. Sitting in the back seat I would stare out the window because every thing that I saw either amazed me or caused me to question. One day as I was gazing out the window something caught my eye. It was a cloud which was shaped like a frowning face. The weird thing that I noticed was that it kept growing denser and denser. I told my mother, “Look mom, look at the sad face in the sky.” The car came to a stop. It was a red light and my mom looked out of the window and told me that it was not a sad face. My eyes started to search and suddenly I came to a stop when I saw a gigantic factory where the smoke was coming from. Well, today I know that the sad face that was in the sky that day affected our Earth in which we live. Our Earth is like a dome and the only things that we have are the ones that are in the dome. People around the world are worried about the consequences of global warming. First of all, global warming is when the Earth produces temperatures that are above normal. That means that the North and South poles have temperatures that are above normal and grow warmer and warmer every year. The temperature causes the frozen glaciers that are at the poles to melt. This puts some animals in danger like the Polar Bear, which is now becoming endangered because all the ice is melting. The Polar Bears depend on the ice for hunting. If there is no hunting there will be no food and the Polar Bears will die. ;     The melting glaciers place a danger on the civilians of New Jersey. That is because as the melting glaciers make the water levels all over the world to rise. The shores of New Jersey will be covered with water. In order to prevent this we all have to work together. ;   First of all, we all have to recycle because factories produce so much pollution just by   making one new plastic bottle. On the streets there should be garbage cans labeled “recyclables.” In public parks we should also have garbage cans labeled “recyclables.”  Second, we should reduce the amount of emissions that are produced by factories. We can do this by putting filters which clean the emissions that are produced by the factories. We should set limits to the amount of pollution a factory can produce.   There are many means of transportation like cars and trucks. Trucks produce a lot of pollution. I think that we can place solar panels on the truck trailers which can act as a source of energy for the truck and power it. Some of the truck’s parts should be made out of solar panels; the panels can collect the energy in the morning which can be used by the truck any time during the day.  We can also put more solar photoelectric panels on food markets, apartment buildings, and homes. The state can make them available to every body and offer the people a cheaper price so they can be affordable. This can save the amount of electricity being used and save a lot of money.      Light bulbs produce a lot of heat and use much electricity which radiates into the atmosphere which also causes the glaciers to melt. Well, scientists have come up with a solution: fluorescent light bulbs. If one family changes their regular light bulbs to fluorescent light bulbs then they can produce less heat and save a lot of money on their electric bill.  New Jersey can replace their street light bulbs with fluorescent light bulbs because they will cost the state less money for electricity. Also, the state will not have to replace them too often.            If we all work together this plan will be a success. As an outcome nobody will have to suffer through the consequences of global warming. So come together and use the plans that I have made to make this a success.

Rampreet Singh, 9th Grade, Elizabeth

Honorable Mention, High School






