






Most major retailers have stopped selling the 
toy;102 however, the toy remains on some 
store shelves and widely available over the 
Internet. 
 
In response to the CPSC’s inaction, both 
state and federal lawmakers have taken steps 
to ban the toy.  At the national level, 
Congressman Robert Andrews (NJ) 
introduced a bill with Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky (IL) on September 13, 2005 to 
ban the sale of water yo-yos.103  In June 2005, 
Illinois became the first state to ban the sale 
of water yo-yos.  State legislatures in at least 
New Jersey, New York, and Wisconsin also 
have introduced bills in past sessions to ban 
the toy.104 
 
Injuries associated with the water yo-yo also 
have prompted strong action in countries 
around the world. In 2003, Canada’s 
Consumer Product Safety Bureau announced 
that “yo-yo type balls and similar products are 
prohibited from advertising, sale or 
importation in Canada.”105 The sale of yo-yo 
water balls also is banned in France, 
Switzerland, Australia, Luxembourg, Brazil 
and the United Kingdom.106   
 

Consumer Reports also reported that 
variations of the water yo-yo pose 
additional hazards.  Rather than a 
water-filled ball, some versions of 
this toy contain a battery and 
components to make it flash.  
During lab tests and real-life tests 

with supervised four-year-olds, the battery or 
other components fell out of the squishy 
material or tore through it in four of the six 
toys Consumer Reports tested.  Kids could 
choke on the parts, and a battery could eat 
away at the esophagus or stomach lining.  
Some of these toys come in packaging with 
choke hazard warnings; others do not.107 

 
- RECOMMENDATIONS - 

 
The growing numbers of injuries sustained 
by children playing with the yo-yo water ball 
are strong evidence that the toy should be 
banned in the United States.  The CPSC 
should not wait until a child dies to protect 
children from the dangers posed by playing 
with this toy. In 2007, the standards-setting 
body known as ASTM issued a voluntary rule 
intended to reduce risk from yo-yo balls by 
shortening the allowable string length.108 
 

Cords and Elastics in 
Toys 
 
ASTM maintains a voluntary standard for 
cords and elastics that may pose 
entanglement or strangulation hazards.  It 
states that cords and elastics included with or 
attached to toys intended for children less 
than 18 months of age must be less than 12 
inches long.  If the cords or elastics can 
tangle or form a loop in connection with any 
part of the toy, such as beads at the end of 
the cord, then the perimeter of the loop must 
be less than 14 inches.109 
 
ASTM published a separate voluntary 
standard for pull toys, stating that “cords and 
elastics greater than 12 inches long for pull 
toys intended for children under 36 months 
of age shall not be provided with beads or 
other attachments that could tangle to form a 
loop.”110 The cord could become tangled 
around a child’s neck and be locked into 
place by the knob.   
 
CPSC has the authority to enforce the 
ASTM voluntary standards.  Parents should 
remove beads or other attachments from 
elastics/cords on their children’s toys if the 
cords measure more than 12 inches.  

PIRG’s Trouble in Toyland   Page 26 



PIRG’s Trouble in Toyland   Page 27 

 

Crib Mobiles 
 
Crib mobiles present a special hazard for 
infants.  Around the age of five months, 
children become more mobile and begin to 
push themselves up on their hands and 
knees.  At that point, mobiles left within 
reach of a child become hazardous; a child 
may be able to entangle herself in them but 
lack the physical strength or motor skills to 
free herself.  According to the voluntary 
standard published by ASTM, crib mobiles 
require labels with the following warning: 
“Caution: possible entanglement injury: keep 
toy out of baby’s reach.  Remove mobiles 
from crib or playpen when baby begins to 
push up on hands and knees.”111  

 
Drawstring Clothing 
 
Drawstrings on children’s clothing can lead 
to deaths and injuries when they catch on 
such items as playground equipment, bus 
doors, or cribs.112  From January 1985 

through June 1997, CPSC received reports of 
21 deaths and 43 incidents involving 
drawstrings on children’s upper outerwear.113 
In February 1996, CPSC issued guidelines to 
help prevent these injuries, which ASTM 
adopted as a voluntary standard in June 
1997.114  In the period since, CPSC has seen 
a marked decrease in fatalities and incidents. 
 
CPSC recommends that parents remove 
drawstrings from all children’s upper 
outerwear sized 2T to 12 and buy clothing 
that has alternative closures, such as snaps, 
buttons, and Velcro.115 
 
In May 2006, CPSC sent a letter to 
manufacturers and retailers of children’s 
upper outerwear, urging them to make sure 
that all clothing sold in the U.S. complies 
with the voluntary safety standard.116  The 
letter also stated that CPSC “considers 
children’s upper outerwear with drawstrings 
at the hood or neck area to be defective” and 
subject to recall. Since January 2006, CPSC 
has announced at least 13 recalls of 
children’s clothing items with drawstrings.117 

 
 

Other Toy Hazards 
 
 

Projectiles 
 
ASTM established standards governing 
projectile toys, defined as toys “intended to 
launch projectiles into free flight by means of 
a discharge mechanism in which the kinetic 
energy of the projectile is determined by the 
toy and not by the user.”118  The standards 
state that projectiles intended to be fired 
from a toy “shall not have any sharp edges, 
sharp points, or small parts” that would fit 
inside the choke tube.119  In addition, the 
standard states that rigid projectiles fired 

from a toy should not have a tip radius less 
than .08 inches (2 millimeters).120 Any 
protective tip should not become detached 
from the projectile when subject to standard 
“use and abuse” tests described in the ASTM 
guidelines.121 
 
CPSC has the authority to enforce the 
ASTM voluntary standards and exercises that 
authority when necessary.   





Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for 
children under 3. 
Toy Name: Cuddly Cousins Plush Bugs 
Manufacturer: Greenbrier International 
Item Number: 903995 
Problem: Eyes are small beads attached by string.  May fail “use 

and abuse” testing.  No age labeling or choke hazard warning.  Stuffed animals are “commonly 
recognized” for children under 3.136 

 

 

 
 

Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for 
children under 3. 
Toy Name: Cuddly Cousins Plush Spider  
Manufacturer: Greenbrier International 
Item Number: 920346 

Problem: Eyes can detach from spider; may fail “use and abuse” testing.  Toy has a choke hazard 
warning, but stuffed animals are “commonly recognized” for children under 3.137 
 
 

Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for 
children under 3. 
Toy Name: Fire Trucks  
Manufacturer: Schylling 
Item Number: 20644 
Problem: Silver hose tips and white hose tip detach easily from 
toy, forming small parts.  Has statutory choke hazard warning, 

but may have play value for child under 3. According to the Manufacturers’ Abbreviated Guide for Age 
Labeling Toys, plastic trucks with some realism, moveable parts and bright colors have play value for 
children as young as 19 months. 
 

Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for children 
under 3. 
Toy Name: Pop Pop Jet Fighter   
Manufacturer: Toysmith 
Item Number: 9338 
Problem: Yellow rockets detach from plane and form small parts.  Has 

choke hazard warning, but may have value for children under 3. According to the Manufacturers’ 
Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, plastic transportation toys with some realism, moveable 
parts and bright colors have play value for children as young as 19 months. 
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Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for children under 
3. 
Toy Name: Baby's Choice Baby Rattle (Telephone)  
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fits in 
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: Unknown (Made in China) 
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3.139  Back of product packa

Manufacturer: Encore Sale
Item Number: GG92151 
Problem:  Blue disk on telephone falls off with “use and abuse” and 
choke tube.  Rattles are “commonly recognized” for children under 3.

 
Category: 
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Item Number: 20
Problem: Fish ra
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all parts in toys intended for children 
under 3. 
Toy Name: Fish Rattle    
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tle can break in half with “use and abuse,” allowing toy 
all fails small ball test.  Toy has a choke hazard warning, 
fies rattles as “commonly recognized” for children under 

ging says the toy is for ages 3 months and up. 
 
 

Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for 
children under 3. 
Toy Name:  Piano Rattle with Dolphins 
Manufacturer: Unknown (Made in China) 
Item Number: 8960 
Problem: On/Off button can fall off with “use and abuse,” as 
can plastic disk covering foam balls.  Toy has a choke hazard 

warning, but the law identifies rattles as “commonly recognized” for children under 3.140 
 

 
Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for 
children under 3. 
Toy Name:  Toy Piano  
Manufacturer: Unknown (Made in China) 
Item Number: 111 

Problem: On/Off button can fall off with “use and abuse,” as can plastic disk covering foam balls.  
Toy has a choke hazard warning, but may have play value for children under 3.  According to the 
Manufacturers’ Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, simple instruments may have play value for a 
child under 3. 
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Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for children under 3. 
Toy Name:  Play It Sharp Wooden Noise Maker 
Manufacturer:  Greenbrier International 
Item Number: 925816 
Problem:  Wooden stick in middle of the toy breaks apart easily into small parts.  
Toy has a choke hazard warning, but may have play value for children under 3.  
According to the Manufacturers’ Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, simple 
instruments may have play value for a child under 3. 

 
Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for children under 3. 
Toy Name: Percussion Instruments (Handheld Bells)  
Manufacturer: Greenbrier International 
Item Number: 847292 
Problem: Bells bend easily, allowing small metals balls to escape.  Toy has a 
choke hazard warning but also is labeled for ages 2 and up. According to the 
Manufacturers’ Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, bells may have play value for 
children as young as 18 months. 

 
Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for children under 3. 
Toy Name: Play It Sharp Musical Instrument Toy Guitar 
Manufacturer: Greenbrier International 
Item Number: 847291 
Problem: Tuning buttons may detach with “use and abuse,” forming small parts.  
Toy has a choke hazard warning, but may have play value for children under 3. 
According to the Manufacturers’ Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, simple 
instruments may have play value for a child under 3. 
 

 
Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for children 
under 3. 
Toy Name: My First Cute Puzzle  
Manufacturer: For some versions of the toy, the manufacturer is 
unknown (Made in China); another version lists Ocean Desert Sales  
Item Number: 201 ABC or PT-549 
Problem: Cylindrical puzzle piece fits in choke tube.  Has choke 

hazard warning, but may have play value for child under 3. According to the Manufacturers’ 
Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, simple puzzles with 3-5 pieces are appropriate for children as 
young as 19 months; simple puzzles with 6-12 pieces have play value for children as young as 30 
months. 
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Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended for 
children under 3. 
Toy Name: DuraPlast Magnets (numbers, planes & trucks, 
etc) 
Manufacturer: Dura-Kleen 
Item Number: 617 
Problem:  Some letters and shapes fit in choke tube.  No 
choke hazard warning.  According to the Manufacturers’ 

Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, “simple…teaching toys for matching/sorting, shapes, colors, 
letters/sounds, numbers/concepts” are appropriate for children ages 25-36 months.  (Note: This 
type of refrigerator magnet generally does not contain the powerful magnets discussed in the 
“Magnetic Toys” section of this report.) 
 
 

Category: May violate ban on small parts in toys intended 
for children under 3. 
Toy Name:  Assorted Claire’s Club Baby Hair Bands and 
Elastics  
Manufacturer:  CBI Distributing 
Item Number: 90175-1, 61338-0, assorted others 
Problem: The CSPA exempts children’s accessories, such as 
barrettes, from the small parts regulation because they need 

to be small to perform their intended purpose.141  These items, however, are marketed for infants 
(“Claire’s Club Baby”) and often contain non-essential and decorative small parts. Some “Claire's 
Club Baby” packages now are labeled with a choke hazard warning. 

 
- TOYS THAT MAY NOT MEET CSPA LABELING REQUIREMENTS - 

 
Toys intended for children between the ages of three and six years old that contain small parts must include an 
explicit choke hazard warning with precise statutory language.  Any small ball or toy that contains a small 
ball must meet a stricter safety test and include an explicit choke hazard warning.  Any marble must include 
an explicit choke hazard warning. 
 

 
Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Hot Wheels Rev-Ups  
Manufacturer: Mattel 
Item Number: Asst. J7107 or K9461  
Problem: The rubber tires pop off easily and fit in the choke tube. The toy has 
play value for children under 6.  Packaging includes a non-statutory choke hazard 
warning (“Small parts may be generated”). 
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Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Hot Wheels Speed Demons Monster Jam 
Manufacturer:  Mattel 
Item Number: K4789 Asst. G9599 
Problem: The rubber tires pop off easily and fit in the choke tube. The toy 
has play value for children under 6.  Packaging includes a non-statutory choke 
hazard warning (“Small parts may be generated”).  

 
 

Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Hot Wheels Aerial Attack 5 Car Pack   
Manufacturer: Mattel 
Item Number: J3300 Asst. 1806 
Problem: Cars can break into small parts through “use and abuse.”  Labeled for ages 
3 and up.  No choke hazard warning.  Package has non-statutory label that says “small 
parts may be generated.” 
 

 
Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Hot Wheels Truckin' Transporters (Truck with Helicopter) 
Manufacturer: Mattel 
Item Number: J3546 
Problem: Helicopter blades pop off easily and fit in choke tube.   
Labeled for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard warning.  Package has 
non-statutory label that says “small parts may be generated.” 

 
 

Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: John Deere Road Grader   
Manufacturer: RC2/ERTL 
Item Number: 37013 
Problem: Tires pop off of tractor wheels and fit in choke tube.  
Has play value for child under 6.  No choke hazard warning.  
 

 
Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: John Deere Tractor w/ Spreader 
Manufacturer: ERTL/Learning Curve Brands 
Item Number: 37163 
Problem: Steering wheel breaks into small parts with “use 
and abuse.”  Labeled for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard 
warning. 
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Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Matchbox Police Cruiser    
Manufacturer: Mattel 
Item Number: Asst. 88435 K9608 
Problem: Antennae can break into small parts through “use and 
abuse.”  Labeled for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard warning.  
Package has non-statutory label that says “small parts may be 
generated.” 

 
 
Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Barbie Fashion Accessory Set   
Manufacturer: Creative Designs Intl 
Item Number: 88620 
Problem: Rhinestone “B” on purse detaches with “use and abuse” testing.  
Labeled for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard warning. 
 
 

 
Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Dream Dazzlers Fancy Ballerina Dress   
Manufacturer: Geoffrey 
Item Number: 67594 
Problem: Jewels on dress and shoes may detach with “use and abuse.”  Labeled 
for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard warning. 
 
 

Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Hannah Montana Handbag  
Manufacturer: FAB Starpoint  
Item Number: 38612 
Problem: Bag decorated with buttons and small parts that fit in choke 
tube.  Has play value for child under 6.  No choke hazard warning. 
 

 
Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name:  Hello Kitty Handbag 
Manufacturer: FAB Starpoint 
Item Number: 39049 
Problem: Bag decorated with plastic jewel that fits in choke tube.  Has play 
value for child under 6.  No choke hazard warning.  
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Category: Potential CSPA labeling violation 
Toy Name: Molly 'N Me Toy Rings   
Manufacturer: Ms. Dee Inc 
Item Number: 94040 
Problem: Rings fit in choke tube and have play value for children under 6.  No 
choke hazard warning. 
 

 
 

- TOYS THAT CONTAIN NEAR SMALL PARTS - 
 
These products contain toy parts that almost fit in the choke test tube or spherical objects that fail the small 
ball test.  Although these toys do not violate the letter of the law, these parts could block a child’s airway given 
their shape and size.  Children have died on similarly-sized toys that pass the choke tube test. 
 

 
Category: Near Small Parts 
Toy Name:  Home Depot Tool Set with Pouch 
Manufacturer:  Geoffrey 
Item Number:  50205 
Problem:  Toy screws are similar in shape to Playskool plastic nails 
that became lodged in the throats of two children, causing their 
deaths.142  Labeled for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard warning; 
CSPA does not require a warning because the toys do not fit in the 

choke test cylinder. 
 

 
Category: Near Small Parts 
Toy Name: Thomas & Friends Timber Yard Portable Playset 
Manufacturer: RC2 Brands/Learning Curve 
Item Number: LC76503 
Problem: Log halves barely pass small parts test.  Toy is labeled for ages 
3 and up.  No choke hazard warning; CSPA does not require a warning 
because the toys do not fit entirely in the choke test cylinder.  Includes 
non-statutory language that says: “Not suitable for children under 36 

months, may contain small parts.” 
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nder 8 years old.   

Category: Near Small Parts 
Toy Name: Thomas & Friends Toby's Windmill 
Manufacturer: RC2 Brands/Learning Curve 
Item Number: LC99389 
Problem:  Wooden flour barrels barely pass small parts test.  Toy is labeled 
for ages 3 and up.  No choke hazard warning; CSPA does not require a 
warning because the toys do not fit entirely in the choke test cylinder.  
Includes non-statutory language that says: “Not suitable for children under 
36 months, may contain small parts.” 

 

Category: Near Small Parts 
Toy Name: Thomas & Friends Sodor Dairy Cars 
Manufacturer: RC2 Brands/Learning Curve 
Item Number: LC99037 
Problem: Milk barrel barely passes the small parts test.  Toy is labeled 
for ages 2 and up.  No choke hazard warning; CSPA does not require 

a warning because the toys do not fit entirely in the choke test cylinder.   
 

- BALLOONS - 
 
All balloons must include a warning about the dangers of uninflated or broken balloons to children younger 
than 8 years of age.   

 
Category: Balloons 
Toy Name: 1st Birthday Girl/Boy Balloons  
Manufacturer: Amscan 
Item Number: 111012 (Hugs & Stitches Girl), 111016 (Hugs & Stitches 
Boy), 117016 (1st Birthday Girl), 117017 (1st Birthday Boy), 119634 (One 
Special Girl), 119633 (One Special Boy) 
Problem: Children under 8 years can choke or suffocate on uninflated or 

broken balloons. The product includes the statutory choke hazard warning, but these balloons are 
intended for use by children u
 

 
Category: Balloons 
Toy Name:  Blue’s Clues Balloons 
Manufacturer: American Greetings Corp.   
Item Number: 85-1976  
Problem: Children under 8 years can choke or suffocate on uninflated or broken 
balloons. Product contains statutory balloon warning but features characters 
(Blue’s Clues, Cinderella, Bob the Builder, etc) marketed for children under 8.   
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Category: Balloons 
Toy Name:  Rocket Balloons 
Manufacturer:  Toy Investments, Inc. 
Item Number:  204 12 0757  
Problem: Children under 8 years can choke or suffocate on uninflated or broken 
balloons. Product contains statutory balloon warning, but it also contains the 
small parts choking hazard warning for children ages 3 and up and is age-labeled 
for ages 5 and up.  Could be confusing for parents. 

 
 
 

Category: Balloons 
Toy Name: Party Favors 4 Whistle Balloons 
Manufacturer: Day2Day Products 
Item Number: 3177 
Problem: Children under 8 years can choke or suffocate on uninflated or broken 
balloons. These balloons have the statutory choke hazard warning, but not the 
warning about the dangers of balloons for children under 8. 

 
 

- OVER-LABELED TOYS - 
 
Some manufacturers are placing choking hazard warnings on products that do not contain small parts.  This 
dilutes the meaning of the warning for parents.  These are just two examples of clearly over-labeled toys.   
 

 
Category: Over-labeled toys 
Toy Name: KidConnection Farm Animal Wooden Touch-and-Feel 
Book  
Manufacturer: Wal-Mart 
Item Number: 30357 
Problem: Labeled with choke hazard warning, but toy does not have 
any small parts.  Over-labeling dilutes the effectiveness of the warning. 
According to the Manufacturers’ Abbreviated Guide for Age Labeling Toys, 

books with easy-to-turn cloth or cardboard pages with bright primary colors are appropriate for 
children as young as 7 months if they contain familiar objects. 
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- Magnetic Toys - 
 
Standards 
 
In March 2007, ASTM finalized voluntary standards for toys containing hazardous magnets, 
defined as a magnet of a particular shape and size with a flux index greater than 50.  According to 
the standard: 

 Toys containing loose “as-received” hazardous magnets or “as-received” hazardous 
magnetic components should be labeled with a safety warning.  The labeling should consist of the 
signal word “WARNING” and contain, at a minimum, the following text or equivalent text: 
“This product contains small magnets.  Swallowed magnets can stick together across intestines 
causing serious infections and death.  Seek immediate medical attention if magnets are 
swallowed or inhaled.” 

 Toys should not liberate a hazardous magnet or hazardous magnetic component through 
use and abuse. 
 
 
Examples of Magnetic Toys 

 
Category: Magnetic Toys 
Toy Name: Super Magnets   
Manufacturer: MTC Trading Co. 
Item Number: PF-1900, PF-1941 
Problem: Small, powerful magnets come loose from the 
magnet casing.  If a child swallows more than one magnet, 
the magnets can attract to each other and cause intestinal 

perforation or blockage. The packaging does not contain a warning about the dangers of magnets. 
 
 
Category: Magnetic Toys 
Toy Name: Fun ‘N Games Magnetic Dart Board 
Manufacturer: Gordy International 
Item Number: 6859 
Problem: Small, powerful magnets come loose from the magnet casing.  If 
a child swallows more than one magnet, the magnets can attract to each 
other and cause intestinal perforation or blockage. The packaging does not 
contain a warning about the dangers of magnets. 
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Category: Magnetic Toys 
Toy Name: Claire’s Magnetic Earrings 
Manufacturer: CBI Distributing 
Item Number:  Assorted 
Problem: If a child swallows more than one magnet, the magnets can attract 
to each other and cause intestinal perforation or blockage.  Magnetic jewelry 
left in place for too long can damage surrounding tissue by obstructing 
blood flow.  The packaging does not contain a warning about the dangers of 
magnets. 

 
 

Category: Magnetic Toys 
Toy Name: Molly 'N Me Magnetic Earrings 
Manufacturer: Ms. Dee Inc. 
Item Number: 940134 
Problem: If a child swallows more than one magnet, the magnets can 
attract to each other and cause intestinal perforation or blockage.  Magnetic 
jewelry left in place for too long can damage surrounding tissue by 
obstructing blood flow.  The packaging does not contain a warning about 

the dangers of magnets. 
 
 

Category: Magnetic Toys 
Toy Name: Safari Science Magnetic Marbles 
Manufacturer: Safari Ltd 
Item Number: 6615-16 
Problem: If a child swallows more than one magnet, the magnets can attract 
to each other and cause intestinal perforation or blockage.  Magnetic marbles 
look like gumballs.  The packaging does not contain a warning about the 
dangers of magnets. 
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- Excessively Loud Toys - 
 
Standards 
 
In November 2003, ASTM finalized acoustics standards for toys that include the following: 
 
  Hand-held, table-top, floor, and crib toys: Toys in this classification should not produce 
continuous sound that exceeds 90 dB when measured from 25 centimeters (cm).   
 
  Close-to-the-ear toys: Toys in this classification should not produce continuous sound 
that exceeds 70 dB when measured from 25 cm. 
 
  All toys with impact-type impulsive sounds: Toys should not produce an impact-type peak 
sound in excess of 120 dB when measured from 25 cm.  This requirement also applies to all 
recorded impulsive sounds, such as those produced by video games, regardless of what was 
recorded (explosion or impact). 
 
  All toys with explosive-type impulsive sounds except percussion caps: Toys should not 
produce an explosive-type peak sound in excess of 138 dB when measured from 25 cm. 
 
 
Examples of Excessively Loud Toys 

 
Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Power Gear Max 10 Fazer 
Manufacturer: SRM Entertainment 
Item Number: 2526 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 94 dB (25 cm), 99 dB (10 cm), 
107 dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 90 dB when measured at 25 cm. 

Prolonged exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 
 

 
Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Elite Operations Astro Blaster Set 
Manufacturer: Geoffrey 
Item Number: 38393 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 91 dB (25 cm), 98 
dB (10 cm), 105 dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 90 dB when measured at 

25 cm. Prolonged exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 
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Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Special Ops Force 45 Cal Electronic Sound Pistol 
Manufacturer: Uni Toys 
Item Number: 20114 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 96 dB (25 cm), 101 dB (10 cm), 107 
dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 90 dB when measured at 25 cm. Prolonged 
exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 
 

 
 
Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Boom Blasters Sax 
Manufacturer: Summit Products 
Item Number: BBS01-NI 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 91 dB (25 cm), 95 dB (10 cm), 100 dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 90 dB when measured at 25 cm. Prolonged exposure 
to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Potentially Toxic Toys: Lead and Other Toxic 
Chemicals- 

 
Standards 

 
 Toys or materials used in toys must conform to the Federal Hazardous Substances Act. 
 If metal jewelry is intended for use by children and toxic lead content is accessible by a 

child, then it constitutes a banned hazardous substance under the law.  
 Lead is banned in paint at levels greater than 600 parts per million. 
 Play cosmetics—cosmetics intended for children under 14—must conform to the 

requirements of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetics Act. 
  CPSC has issued a guidance to manufacturers, retailers, and distributors about children’s 
products containing liquid chemicals.  This guidance states that manufacturers should eliminate 
the use of the following chemicals in children’s products: mercury, ethylene glycol, diethylene 
glycol, methanol, methylene chloride, petroleum distillates, toluene, xylene, and related chemicals. 
 
Examples of Toys Containing Potentially Toxic Lead 
 

Category: Contains lead  
Toy Name: Curious George Fireman; Curious George Sweet 
Dreams; Curious George Birthday; assorted others 
Manufacturer: Marvel Toys 
Item Number: 90246 (Fireman); 90247 (Sweet Dreams) 
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Problem: The Center for Environmental Health tested one of these Curious George dolls and 
found lead at levels more than 10 times the legal lead-paint limit.143  PIRG testing confirmed the 
Center for Environmental Health’s results, finding lead at levels of 5 times the legal lead paint 
limit (3,000 mg/kg). This toy was recalled by the manufacturer in October after CEH notified it 
and by the CPSC on November 8, 2007.144 
 

 
Category: Contains lead  
Toy Name: “Princess,” “Diva,” “Angel,” “Cutie,” and other 
assorted zipper pulls 
Manufacturer: Unknown (Made in China) 
Item Number: 84990001 
Problem: PIRG testing found that the metal zipper pull 
contained lead at levels of 650,000 mg/kg (or 65% lead by 
weight). 

 
 
Category: Contains Lead 
Toy Name:  Special Designed Farm Set- Yellow Cow 
Manufacturer: Qausini 
Item #: H641 
Problem:  PIRG testing found that the paint on the yellow cow 
contained lead at levels of 860 mg/kg, exceeding the 600 mg/kg 
limit. 
 

 
 
Category: Contains Lead 
Toy Name: Diddl necklace (Letter H) with rhinestone 
Manufacturer: Depesche 
Item #: 014006.008_A 
Problem: PIRG testing found that the children’s jewelry contained 46,000 
mg/kg of lead (or 4.6% lead by weight).  
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Examples of Toys Containing Potentially Toxic Chemicals 
 
 

 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Baby Einstein Baby's Photo Book 
Manufacturer: Kids II 
Item Number: 30701 
Problem: Laboratory tests found an unidentified phthalate ester at an 
estimated concentration of 8,000 parts per million (0.8%). 
 

 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Sassy Who Loves Baby Photo Book 
Manufacturer: Sassy 
Item Number: 8149 
Problem: Laboratory tests found bis (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate at an estimated 
concentration of 1,400 parts per million (0.14%). 
 
 
 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Dream Girl Fashion Frenzy 
Manufacturer: Dream Cosmetics LLC 
Item Number: GG10073 
Problem: Nail polish contains toluene. 
 

 
 

Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Dream Girl Princess Pouch 
Manufacturer: Dream Cosmetics LLC 
Item Number: GG10031 
Problem: Nail polish contains xylene. 
 
 

 
Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Princess Expressions Beauty Backpack 
Manufacturer: Dream Cosmetics LLC 
Item Number: GG10021 
Problem: Nail polish contains xylene. 
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Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Glitzy Girl Cosmetics Glamour Kit 
Manufacturer: Beauty 21 Cosmetics 
Item Number: 2041218 
Problem: Nail polish contains dibutyl phthalate. 
 
 

 
 

Category: Contains potentially toxic chemicals  
Toy Name: Claire's Cosmetics 6 Pack Lip Gloss 
Manufacturer: CBI Distributing 
Item Number: 69236-8 
Problem: Some of the lip gloss contains butylated 
hydroxytoluene. 
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Attachment B. Toy-Related Deaths, 1990-2005   
 
 
Toy-Related Deaths (Children Under 15): 1990-2005c 
  1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Total 
Choking/Asphyxiation Deaths                                   

Balloons 6 3 6 6 6 8 7 6 4 4 1 4 3 3 1 1 69 

Balls 2 2 3 6 4 2 0 3 1 4 2 1 2 5 4 6 47 

Marbles 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 

Toy or Toy Part 6 6 1 4 3 1 3 2 3 1 2 4 3 2 2 2 45 

Total 14 13 11 16 13 12 10 11 8 9 6 9 8 10 7 9 166 
                                      

Riding Toys, Scooters 4 8 4 5 4 6 2 0 4 4 8 13 5 0 6 5 78 
                                    

Toy Chests 4 2 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 14 
                                    

Strangulation 1 1 3 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 14 
                                    

Other 0 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 2 2 2 1 0 1 1 3 20 
                                    

TOTAL TOY DEATHS 23 25 22 25 18 21 13 13 14 16 17 25 13 11 16 20 292 
% BY 
CHOKING/ASPHYXIA 61% 52% 50% 64% 72% 57% 77% 85% 57% 56% 35% 36% 62% 91% 44% 45% 57% 

 
 
Source: CPSC.  Data for 2005 and previous years available at“Consumer Product-Related Statistics,” http://www.cpsc.gov/library/data.html.  
 

                                                 
c Data for 2006 was not available at the time of publication of this report. 
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Attachment C. Lead in Children’s Jewelry: 
Test Results   
 
Test results are in milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg), or parts per million. 
 

Toy Name Manufacturer Item Number 
Store 

Purchased Test Results Notes 
Curious George Sweet Dreams 
(large stuffed monkey w/ 
plastic head) Marvel 90247 Toys R Us 3,000 mg/kg 

Face tested 0.3 % lead. Item 
has been recalled by 
manufacturer 

Diddl necklace (Letter H) with 
rhinestone Depesche 014006.008_A Toys R Us 46,000 mg/kg Necklace is 4.6% lead. 

Special Designed Farm Set- 
Yellow Cow Qausini H641 Dollar King 860 mg/kg 

Paint is 860 mg/kg. Standard 
is not to exceed 600 mg/kg 

Zipper pull "Diva" children's 
jewelry Unknown 84990001 Dollar City 650,000 mg/kg 

Decorative jacket zipper pull 
is 65% lead by weight. 

Lead paint standard is 600 mg/kg (ppm) or 0.06%; other products can be recalled if lead levels exceeds this level and are accessible. 
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