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Category: Near Small Parts 
Toy Name: Pizza Planet Gift Pak-- Disney Toy Story 
Manufacturer: Mattel 
Item # or SKU: P9239 
Problem: “Woody” figurine barely pass small parts test.  
Toy is labeled “3+”.  No choke hazard warning; CSPA 
does not require a statutory warning because the toys do 
not fit entirely in the choke test cylinder.   
 

 
 
 

 
Category: Near Small Parts 
Toy Name: Fur Real Baby Bird 
Manufacturer: Hasbro 
Item # or SKU: C-022G 
Problem: Baby bottle barely passes the small parts test.  Toy is 
labeled “Ages 4+”.  No choke hazard warning; CSPA does not 
require a statutory warning because the toys do not fit entirely in 
the choke test cylinder.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

Category: Near Small Parts, Labelling violation 
Toy Name: Worky 
Manufacturer: Nemmer 
Item # or SKU: 13-281 
Problem: Toy screws are similar in shape to Playskool plastic 
nails that became lodged in the throats of two children, 
causing their deaths.74

 

 Labeled “Age 1+”.  No choke hazard 
warning; CSPA does not require a warning because the toys 

do not fit in the choke test cylinder. 
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- Excessively Loud Toys - 
 
Standards 
 
In April 2007, ASTM finalized acoustics standards for toys that include the following: 
  Hand-held, table-top, floor, and crib toys: Toys in this classification should not produce 
continuous sound that exceeds 85 dB when measured from 25 centimeters (cm).   
  Close-to-the-ear toys: Toys in this classification should not produce continuous sound 
that exceeds 65 dB when measured from 25 cm. 
  All toys with impact-type impulsive sounds: Toys should not produce an impact-type peak 
sound in excess of 115 dB when measured from 25 cm.  This requirement also applies to all 
recorded impulsive sounds, such as those produced by video games, regardless of what was 
recorded (explosion or impact). 
  All toys with explosive-type impulsive sounds except percussion caps: Toys should not 
produce an explosive-type peak sound in excess of 125 dB when measured from 25 cm. 
 
 
Examples of Excessively Loud Toys 
 

Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Secret Saturdays Cryptid Claw 
Manufacturer: Mattel 
Item # or SKU: P4553 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 88 dB (25 
cm), 90 dB (10 cm), 90 dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 85 dB when 

measured at 25 cm. Prolonged exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 
 
 

 
Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name: Kota and Pals Stompers Tricerotops  
Manufacturer: : Playskool 
Item # or SKU: Reg # PA-282 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 90dB (25 cm), 90 dB (10 
cm), 90 dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 85 dB when measured at 25 
cm. Prolonged exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause 
hearing loss. 
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Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Laugh &Learn Learning Phone 
Manufacturer: Fisher Price 
Item # or SKU: C6324 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 82 dB (25 cm), 75 dB (10 cm), 90 dB (1 
cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 65 dB when measured at 25 cm. Prolonged 
exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 

 
 
Category: Excessively loud toys  
Toy Name:  Bright Lights Phone 
Manufacturer: Vtech 
Item # or SKU: 80-056050 
Maximum Decibel Measurement: 86 dB (25 cm), 88 dB (10 cm), 89 dB (1 cm) 
Problem: Should not exceed 65 dB when measured at 25 cm. Prolonged 
exposure to noise above 85 dB can cause hearing loss. 
 

 
 
 
 

- Potentially Toxic Toys: Lead and Other Toxic Chemicals- 
 
Standards 

 
The Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 bans lead in toys and children’s products 
on a phase-out schedule outlined below.  After the effective dates, these products cannot be 
manufactured, imported for sale or sold.   
 
 February 2009: Toys and children’s products containing lead in excess of 600 parts per 

million (ppm) became banned hazardous substances.   
 August 2009: The maximum allowable amount of lead in paint decreased from 600 ppm 

to 90 ppm. 
 August 2009: Toys and children’s products containing lead in excess of 300 parts per 

million (ppm) became banned hazardous substances. 
 August 2011: Toys and children’s products containing lead in excess of 100 parts per 

million (ppm) become banned hazardous substances.  
 
The CPSIA includes a ban on childcare products and children’s toys containing the phthalates 
DEHP, DBP, and BBP in concentrations higher than 0.1% per phthalate (1,000 ppm), and on 
childcare products and children’s toys that can be put in a child's mouth containing the phthalates 
DINP, DnOP, and DIDP in concentrations higher than 0.1% per phthalate (1,000 ppm).   
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Examples of Toys Containing Potentially Toxic Lead 
 
 

Category: Contains lead  
Toy Name: Touch and Feel Cloth Book 
Manufacturer: Priddy Books 
Item # or SKU: SKU 9780312492601 
Problem: IllinoisPIRG screened a large red dot on one of the 
pages with an XRF gun, and sent to an EPA certified lab, 
finding lead in the paint at levels of 1900 ppm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Category: Contains lead  
Toy Name: “Alligator Cell Phone charm  
Manufacturer: Claire’s) 
Item # or SKU: SKU: 2556-1 09-17 147 
Problem: PIRG testing found that the metal charm contained lead at 
levels of 710,000 mg/kg (or 71% lead by weight). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Category: Contains Lead 
Toy Name:  Collector’s Series Painted Duck 
Manufacturer: Unknown, purchased at Dollar Tree 
Item # or SKU: SKU: 639277250544 
Problem:  PIRG testing found that the paint on the yellow face and 
red body contained lead at levels of 3400 mg/kg, exceeding the 90 
mg/kg limit. 
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   Attachment B. Toy-Related Deaths, 1990-2008   
 

  1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 Total 
Choking/Asphyxiation 
Deaths                                         

Balloons 6 3 6 6 6 8 7 6 4 4 1 4 3 3 1 2 3 4 1 78 

Balls 2 2 3 6 4 2 0 3 1 4 2 1 2 5 4 9 4 4 1 59 

Marbles 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Toy or Toy Part 6 6 1 4 3 1 3 2 3 1 2 4 3 2 2 2 6 2 1 54 

Total 14 13 11 16 13 12 10 11 8 9 6 9 8 10 7 13 13 10 3 196 
                                            

Riding Toys, Scooters 4 8 4 5 4 6 2 0 4 4 8 13 5 0 6 8 11 8 9 109 
                                          

Toy Chests 4 2 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 15 
                                          
Strangulation 1 1 3 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 14 
                                          

Other 0 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 2 2 2 1 0 1 1 2 5 4 6 34 
                                          

TOTAL TOY 
DEATHS 23 25 22 25 18 21 13 13 14 16 17 25 13 11 16 26 29 22 19 368 

% BY CHOKING/ 
ASPHYXIATION 61% 52% 50% 64% 72% 57% 77% 85% 57% 56% 35% 36% 62% 91% 44% 50% 45% 45% 16% 53% 
                      
Source: U.S. PIRG analysis of annual CPSC Reports on "Toy-Related Deaths and Injuries"  Previous years updated by new information in 2008 report dated November 17, 2008 
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