
ILLINOIS PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP & ILLINOIS PIRG EDUCATION FUND 

2007 Annual Report 



Letter From The Director
Brian Imus

As I review 2007, Iʼm struck by two things: First, in the Legislature and in Congress, it was a good year for the 
public interest. Second, more than ever, we have our work cut out for us when we stand up to powerful interests.

Thanks to your contributions, your online actions and other support, we were able to overcome powerful 
opposition in Springfield and in Washington, D.C. We won significant changes to the way transit agencies are 
funded and operated, which will help provide world-class transit in northeastern Illinois. 

We pushed past opposition from Big Pharma to help win new drug safety legislation that will require greater 
transparency in clinical trials, greater independence on FDA drug safety panels, and greater accountability 
for drug companies that fail to put the safety of their customers first.

In Washington, D.C., we stood up to the big K Street lobby firms and helped convince the U.S. House to 
approve landmark Illinois PIRG-backed legislation that bans lobbyist-paid gifts and travel and requires that 
they disclose fundraising for candidates. This bill will weaken the ties that bind members of Congress to 
powerful special interests.

But we know these powerful interests—like the tobacco lobby, prescription drug industry and utility 
companies—will continue to make lots of big campaign contributions and use their deep pockets and vast 
resources to block reform.

That s̓ why weʼll be working harder than ever to move forward on issues that matter to you, including 
fighting for a long-term fix for what is still a mass transit mess in northern Illinois and working to make sure 
that Illinois enacts real health care reforms to ensure all Illinoisans have access to necessary coverage at 
reasonable rates. 

In 2007 we once again demonstrated that the time-tested tools of lobbying, education, outreach, media work 
and research, combined with your support and activism, make Illinois PIRG a potent force for the public 
interest. Thank you for standing with us in 2007.

Brian Imus
State Director
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In 2007, Illinois PIRG was able to stand up to Big Pharma, the tobacco lobby and 
K street lobby firms, in Springfield and Washington, D. C., using time-tested tools 
of lobbying, media work and research—made possible by your support.



In 2007, more than 25 million toys were 
recalled due to the risks posed to children 
by lead paint or loose magnets that, if 
swallowed, can perforate a childʼs intes-
tines. Unfortunately, we werenʼt surprised 
by the recalls. In 2007, our annual toy 
safety report uncovered four toys with 
lead levels ranging from 1.8 to 34 percent 
lead by weight. 

But the recalls did have a silver lining: 
momentum for lasting reforms that would 
keep dangerous toys off the market has 
strengthened considerably.

Unsafe toys made it to store shelves be-
cause toy manufacturers failed to ensure 
their own products  ̓safety. In part, thatʼs 
because our government routinely lets 
manufacturers off the hook and spends 
less on product safety than ever before, 
even as globalization has fundamentally 
changed the way that products get to 
store shelves.

For the past 20 years, Illinois PIRG ad-
vocates have been trying to stop the flood 
of unsafe toys onto store shelves and, 
ultimately, into our homes. Weʼve even 
supplemented the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) inspectors by 
doing our own annual toy survey, which 
has led to more than 130 recalls and other 
enforcement actions.

We released our 22nd annual toy safety 
report as parents began holiday shopping 

and as members of Congress prepared to 
introduce a new product safety bill. Here 
in Illinois, Illinois PIRG s̓ Brian Imus was 
interviewed for “Eye On Chicago,” ABC 
News and other news programs, discuss-
ing last yearʼs recalls. We pushed Illinois  ̓
congressional delegation to approve 
legislation that would give the CPSC the 
funding and authority it needs to hold toy 
manufacturers accountable. 

In November, the House and Senate intro-
duced different versions of the Consumer 
Product Safety Modernization Act,  which 
would lower the amount of lead allowed 
in products and increase the penalties that 
companies pay if they break the rules. The 
bills passed in Congress in early 2008.

When corporate or governmental 
wrongdoing threatens our 
health and safety, or violates the 
fundamental principles of fairness 
and justice, Illinois PIRG stands up 
for the public interest.

We conduct investigative 
research, publish reports and 
exposés, advocate new laws, and, 
when necessary, take corporate 
wrongdoers or unresponsive 
government to court.

Illinois PIRG was founded in 1987, 
and has offices in Chicago and  
Springfield, and a national lobbying 
office in Washington, D.C.

To see a list of our recent 
achievements, visit our Web site:
www.illinoispirg.org.

State Director Brian Imus at the release of our 
22nd annual toy safety report, highlighting one 
contaminated toy identified in the report.

Our MissionIllinois PIRG-backed product safety bill passed both houses of 
Congress in 2007

Ensuring The Safety Of Children’s Toys
Amidst Recalls, Illinois PIRG Pushed For Stronger Oversight

Chicago Daily Herald



Saving Public Transportation
Illinois PIRG Helps Break Gridlock On Transit

3.

After months of frustration, Illinois 
PIRG finally saw real, concrete action 
to find a permanent funding solution for 
mass transit in northern Illinois.

Transit In Crisis
In March of 2007, the release of the Il-
linois auditor generalʼs report on transit 
funding helped show how serious the 
problem is. The report found that even 
if fares were doubled for the CTA, Me-
tra and PACE, there still wouldnʼt be 
enough resources to maintain the current 
system in good working order.

Transit agencies faced a $226 million 
budget shortfall in 2007. Without ac-
tion from state lawmakers, this shortfall 
would mean the elimination of dozens 
of bus routes and fare hikes up to 50 
percent on some bus and train routes. 

At the same time, the need for more and 
better transit has become more pressing 
than ever. Illinoisans wasted nearly 203 
million hours and 141 million gallons of 
gas as a result of traffic congestion in 
2005, according to the Urban Mobility 
Report released by the Texas Transpor-
tation Institute. 

“With the third worst traffic in America, 
congestion in Chicago isnʼt going away 
on its own,” said Brian Imus, director 
of Illinois PIRG. “State lawmakers need 
to focus policy on getting more cars off 

Annual Report 2007

Illinois PIRG Director Brian Imus speaks to the 
media at a rally outside of Gov. Blagojevich s̓ 
Chicago offices.

Illinois PIRG-backed law will end “doomsday” funding scenarios 
and bring greater accountability

the road, particularly through enhanced 
rail and bus transportation.” 

Increasingly, transit riders have faced 
growing deterioration in the quality 
and reliability of service. In response, 
Illinois PIRG launched our Transit, Not 
Traffic campaign to build support for 
reforms to the transportation system in 
northeastern Illinois. 

Complicating efforts to solve the transit 
crisis, Gov. Rod Blagojevich opposed 
transit reform legislation pending before 
the General Assembly and  failed to 
present a solution that adequately ad-
dressed the problem. 

With gridlock in the Legislature and 
transit agencies saying that they would 
need to drastically raise fares and cut 
service if additional funding wasnʼt 
found, the prospects for the future of 
transit in Illinois looked grim.

Research And Advocacy
Illinois PIRG jumped into this debate 
with our report, “Finding Solutions To 
Fund Transit: Combining Accountabil-
ity And New Resources For World-Class 
Public Transportation.”

Our report argued that without a perma-
nent funding solution authorized by state 
lawmakers, the short-term consequence 
of budget shortfalls would be dramatic 
service cuts and increased fares. 

Service cuts would not only harm the 
millions of transit riders who currently 
depend on the RTA, they would also 
increase traffic congestion for those who 
drive to work, and decrease economic 
output of the region as a whole as more 
time is wasted in traffic and commuters 
are less able to access parts of the region 
where jobs are plentiful. 

The report also highlighted basic prin-
ciples for evaluating potential revenue 
sources and considered several funding 
options available to state lawmakers to 
create a sustainable funding system for 
supporting the growing public transpor-
tation needs of northeastern Illinois. 

“Having funding linked with stronger 
transit agency accountability is not just 

Staff



Our Research

Principles For 
Better Transit:
Our research laid out three principles that 
any transit funding plan should follow to 
make sure that Illinois continues to have 
a world-class transit system:

• Lawmakers should consider diver-
sifying agency revenue sources. 
Doing so protects transit systems 
from fluctuations in the economy 
that might hit one particular revenue 
source harder than others. Under the 
current system, changes in sales tax 
revenue are a major source of transit’s 
funding shortfall. 

• Transit funding should either discour-
age pollution and sprawl or target 
revenue from those who will most 
benefit from the reduced congestion 
brought about by transit. For example, 
impact fees could help ensure that de-
velopers pay their fair share of public 
infrastructure needs, including transit, 
to accommodate new growth. Another 
option could include an increase in 
license, registration and title taxes 
based on vehicle fuel efficiency or 
miles traveled.

• Finally, transit funding cannot be a 
blank check. State lawmakers should 
attach some strings to new funding 
that would improve agency transpar-
ency and accountability. The Illinois 
auditor general’s soon-to-be-released 
report could be a helpful resource in 
determining proper accountability 
measures.  

good public policy, itʼs the way to get 
lawmakers moving toward finding a 
solution,” said Imus. “We canʼt expect 
taxpayers to spend more on agencies 
that waste money. At the same time, 
greater efficiency alone wonʼt do the 
trick without additional resources.” 

We supported a bill championed by state 
Rep. Julie Hamos (Evanston), which 
ensured adequate funding for transit 
throughout the region and included new 
reforms requiring transit agencies to 
improve transparency and reporting on 
basic performance standards. 

“Commuters saw the road blocks fac-
ing long-term, reliable transit funding 
finally clear,” said Imus. “While the 
political wrangling it took to get there 
wasnʼt pretty, Gov. Blagojevichʼs deci-
sion to support the transit reform and 
funding bill was the right thing to do.” 

While the bill fixes the 25-year-old 
formula that led to shortfalls in transit 
funding, there is more work to be done. 
The funding only fills the hole in cur-
rent service and does nothing to meet 
capital needs. According to the Regional 
Transportation Authority, $10 billion 

Illinois PIRG partnered with the Center 
for Neighborhood Technology and other 
groups to organize a citizen lobby day 
in Springfield to build support for the 
passage of the bill and its reforms. Il-
linois PIRG also generated hundreds 
of e-mails, letters and phone calls from 
citizens to lawmakers in support of the 
transit reform legislation.

The bill was almost derailed by a last-min-
ute amendatory veto from the governor, 
but it ultimately passed on Jan. 18, 2008.

must be invested in the next five years 
to repair the aging system of buses and 
trains and add service where it is needed 
to meet growth.

“We must meet growing regional needs 
with new projects and better service,” 
said Imus. “Doing so is the next step in 
re-establishing a world-class transit net-
work for a region that deserves one.”

Northeastern Illinois deserves the sort of world-class transportation system that will help the region grow 
and prosper.

Thomas Barrat, under license from Shutterstock.com



Standing Up For Illinois’ Consumers
 On Cable Competition, Energy Rates And A Smoke-Free Illinois
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In 2007, Illinois PIRG stood up for con-
sumers in Illinois on a variety of issues, 
from preventing unregulated cable mo-
nopolies, to fighting media consolidation, 
to seeking fair utility rates, to making sure 
Illinoisans can enjoy a meal or a drink in 
a smoke-free environment.

Protections For Cable Customers
In the summer of 2007, AT&T lobbied 
to pass a bill that would have drastically 
reduced oversight and regulation of cable 
television in Illinois. 

Illinois PIRG worked with Attorney 
General Lisa Madigan to make sure that 
the bill protected the interests of Illinois 
consumers, replacing a patchwork of 
local agreements with strong, statewide 
consumer protections.

“AT&T had hoped for favored status in 
the cable and Internet market while avoid-
ing consumer protection standards,” said 
Brian Imus, director of Illinois PIRG. 
“Fortunately, the current bill has meaning-
ful consumer protections.”

The bill eliminated the requirement for 
AT&T to make separate deals with each 
municipality before offering cable and 
Internet service, but, in its original form, 
it would have offered no protections for 
consumers.

Concerns remain about the development 
of adequate competition. The bill requires 

cerns about changes to the nationʼs media 
ownership rules. 

Illinois PIRG partnered with a coalition 
of local and national groups, including 
the NAACP, Common Cause, CAN TV, 
Rainbow PUSH and the Media and De-
mocracy Coalition to encourage citizens 
to come and testify about new rules that 
would make it easier for media companies 
to consolidate. 

Dozens lined up as early as seven hours 
before the hearing to sign up for two 
minutes of testimony before all five FCC 
commissioners. More than 200 people 
signed up to speak, and testimony didnʼt 
end until well after midnight.

Brian Imus testified before the Federal 
Communications Commission stating, 
“Corporate media has already proved that 
they will always look out for their bottom 
line. In fact, I expect youʼll hear from a 
few of them today who will testify in an 
attempt to do just that. All we ask is for 
the FCC to follow its mandate and look 
out for the public interest.”

Unfortunately, despite overwhelming 
public opposition, the FCC voted on Dec. 
18 to overturn a 30-year-old ban prohibit-
ing a single company from owning both 
the local newspaper and a television sta-
tion in the same community.

Supporting Fair Utility Rates
On Feb. 27, the speaker of the Illinois 
House, Mike Madigan, called a rare 
Committee of the Whole calling for 
public comment and solutions to sky-
rocketing electricity prices. 

that AT&T build out to just 35 percent of its 
customers in three years. There is no guar-
antee of further build-out beyond that. 

“If adequate build-out doesnʼt occur, 
consumers will pay the price with poor 
cable competition, and legislators will 
have enacted a law that actually widens 
the digital divide,” said Imus.

Standing Up To Big Media
On Sept. 20, all five members of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission (FCC) 
faced more than 800 people who attended 
a public hearing in Chicago to voice con-

Illinois PIRG promoted consumer protections on a range of issues 
in 2007

Yunuen Rodriguez, one of more than 800 people 
who showed up to testify to the FCC about their 
plan to weaken media consolidation rules.

Illinois PIRG  

Staff



Report
The record-high electricity bills are a 
result of the ComEd-backed reverse auc-
tion scheme, a part of restructuring the 
electricity market. Customers had seen 
average increases of 25 to 30 percent; 
some had seen as high as 300 percent.  

Illinois PIRGʼs Brian Imus was asked to 
speak before the committee and provided 
testimony on how best to protect consum-
ers from high electricity bills. 

Before the committee, Imus said, “Our 
analysis of Illinois and other states that 
have implemented this type of electricity 
restructuring shows the record of retail 

competition in delivering lower prices 
and real choice has been poor. There 
is little evidence to suggest that it will 
soon improve.” 

As a result of this process, a law passed 
in 2007 will rein in prices and result in $1 
billion in rate relief for customers.

Smoke-Free Illinois
Pointing to the mounting evidence of 
public health threats posed by second-
hand smoke, Illinois PIRG helped pass 

a Chicago ordinance requiring that all 
workplaces to go smoke-free by 2008. 

Then, working with the American Li-
brary Association and the American 
Cancer Society, we helped pass a state-
wide ban on indoor smoking. As of Jan. 
1, 2008, all indoor workplaces in Illinois 
are smoke-free.

The Centers for Disease Control has con-
cluded there is no safe level of exposure 
to second-hand smoke, the third leading 
cause of preventable death in America. 

Second-hand cigarette smoke contains 69 

different kinds of chemicals that cause 
cancer. According to the U.S. Surgeon 
General, second-hand smoke kills as many 
as 53,000 nonsmokers a year, including 
3,000 lung cancer deaths and 35,000 
coronary heart disease deaths.

“It is clear from the experience of other 
states that a clean indoor air law that pro-
tects everyone from second-hand smoke 
has positive health and economic results,” 
said Sen. John Cullerton, who introduced 
the bill in the Illinois state Senate. 

We helped pass a bill that provided $1 billion in rate relief to customers of Ameren and ComEd who had 
seen skyrocketing electricity rates. 

Forgiving Fraud and Failure:
Profiles in Federal Contracting

The rapid increase of federally contracted 
dollars—100 percent since 2000—
makes outsourcing the fastest growing 
component of discretionary spending.

We reviewed hundreds of records and 
found numerous cases of contractors 
with questionable performance or 
responsibility records receiving 
contracts without competition or 
sufficient time to determine the extent of 
the problems identified.

Bank of America: The company 
experienced several instances in a 
single year (2006) in which unencrypted 
data files were lost or stolen. In one 
instance, the bank lost records for 1.2 
million federal employees, including 
records of United States senators. 
Federal agencies including the IRS 
continued to award the company 
contracts for data processing and 
management services.

General Electric: Among other concerns, 
GE allegedly sold the government faulty 
helicopter and airplane engine blades in 
1999 and 2000. In August 2005, the same 
year that the government decided to trust 
GE with the better part of a $2.4 billion 
contract, the government was forced to get 
a court order to retrieve documents from 
GE for an ongoing fraud case. In 2005, 
almost half of GE’s federal contract dollars 
were awarded without competition.

Getty Images



Making Prescription Drugs Safer
Illinois PIRG-Backed Bill Reins In Unscrupulous Drug Makers

7.
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New law means more transparency in studies and stiffer penalties 
for drug-makers who don’t make sure their products are safe

The reforms strengthen the FDA̓ s drug 
safety review process, and they hold drug 
makers more accountable to consumers.  
“In recent years safety problems with 
drugs like Vioxx, Paxil and Avandia have 
made consumers question whether the 
drugs they are taking to keep themselves 
healthy are causing more harm than 
good,” said Blackledge. “For a number 
of years, the FDA̓ s system for reviewing 
the safety of drugs has been broken. This 
action by Congress takes steps to solve 
our drug safety problems.”

The Bill In Congress
The billʼs near-unanimous final approval 

New Illinois PIRG-backed legislation 
signed by the president in September 
should make the drugs we put in our 
medicine cabinets safer this year.

Illinois PIRG urged our stateʼs congres-
sional delegation to stand behind provi-
sions that would require greater trans-
parency in clinical trials of new drugs, 
greater independence on FDA drug safety 
panels, and greater accountability for drug 
companies that fail to perform required 
safety studies—including fines of up to 
$10 million. 

The Food and Drug Administration Amend-
ment Act of 2007 is a comprehensive FDA 
reform that includes drug safety reforms. 
The reforms were in response to safety 
problems with several FDA-approved 
drugs such as the pain reliever Vioxx and 
antidepressant Paxil that were later shown 
to cause dangerous side effects and deaths. 
Over the last few years, the FDA has been 
criticized for withholding information about 
the diabetes drug Avandia that links it to 
increased risks of heart attacks.

According to Steve Blackledge, our lead 
advocate on the issue, controversies sur-
rounding the harmful side effects of such 
drugs as Vioxx, Paxil and Avandia left 
members of Congress more open to our 
push for reform. “In the end,” Blackledge 
said, “there were too many headlines 
about dangerous drugs. Congress had to 
act and weʼre pleased they did.”

belied the intense debate that surrounded 
its key provisions. 

We made it a priority to require drug com-
panies to disclose clinical trial results—a 
step vehemently opposed by lobbyists for 
the drug industry.

Together with other members of U.S. 
PIRG, our national federation, we spear-
headed the Patients and Consumers Co-
alition, which included groups ranging 
from the Union of Concerned Scientists 
to the Breast Cancer Fund. 

We also made the case for mandatory 
posting of clinical trials in our meetings 
with key congressional leaders, including 
Rep. John Dingell (Mich.) and Sen. Dick 
Durbin (Ill.), who ultimately co-spon-
sored the provision. 

We helped pass FDA reform over the objections of powerful drugmakers. Above, former Merck CEO 
Raymond Gilmartin speaks to the press.

Peter Morgan, Getty Images



Making College More Affordable
Illinois PIRG-Backed Legislation Means Savings For Students, Not Wealthy Lenders

Research Gets ResultsCongress passes legislation to cut subsidies to lenders and reduce 
interest rates for students

This September, President Bush signed 
a new law, the College Cost Reduction 
And Access Act, that will lower inter-
est rates on student loans for low- and 
middle-income families by cutting bil-
lions of dollars in subsidies to private 
banks. This action occurred in response 
to a campaign led by our staff and fueled 
by the support of our members.

In July 2006, our Higher Education Ad-
vocate Luke Swarthout and other staff re-
leased city-by-city reports, detailing how 
student loan borrowing has increased, on 
average, three times faster than consum-
er spending. In another study, we docu-
mented how the growing debt carried by 
many students can diminish their career 
opportunities and have a lasting impact 
on important life decisions. 

Thanks to our research, which made 
headlines across the country, from The 
New York Times to the Los Angeles 
Times, Chicago Tribune and USA Today 
(to name a few), we were able to kick 
our organizing into high gear. We helped 
organize a coalition of our allies and mo-
bilized students and faculty on college 
campuses—including the 100 campuses 
with PIRG chapters—to e-mail or call 
their members of Congress. By the time 
Speaker Pelosi put together her “100 
hours” agenda for the beginning of the 
110th Congress, we had made a strong 
case for reversing the cuts in student aid 
to make the high-priority list. 

In early January, the new House leader-
ship proposed lowering interest rates on 
subsidized Stafford student loans from 
6.8 percent to 3.4 percent over the next 
five years. 

Shortly after the plan was announced, we 
released a report analyzing its impact. The 
report and its analysis were widely quoted 
in the media and referred to by legislators. 

All of this culminated in the September 
signing of the bill.

Higher Education Advocate Luke Swarthout stands with 
Sens. Bernie Sanders (Vt.) and Edward Kennedy (Mass.) 
after the Senate voted to increase student aid.

PIRG Report Influences Lawmakers

Chairman of the Education and Labor 
Committee George Miller (Calif.) 
circulated a letter to all members of 
Congress encouraging them to read our 
report before they voted on whether to 
lower interest rates on student loans.

On Jan. 17, riding a wave of national 
attention and public concern, the House 
bill to lower interest rates passed 
overwhelmingly, 356 to 71. 

In his floor statement, Chairman Miller 
addressed the support of U.S. PIRG, 
the Federation of State PIRGs, for the 
legislation. 

“There has been a lot of discussion 
today about who doesn’t like this bill. 
Maybe some of the lenders don’t like this 
bill, some of the pundits don’t like this 
bill . . . The people who like this bill, and 
the people who matter, are the students. 

“And that is why U.S. PIRG and the 
U.S. Student Association and so many 
students support this legislation, 
because they know what this means to 
them . . . They know this will lower the 
cost of college.”

You can read “Cutting Interest Rates, 
Lowering Student Debt,” the report that 
helped convince Rep. Miller and others, 
on our Web site: www.illinoispirg.org.

Staff



In its opening session, the new Congress 
took the first critical steps toward chang-
ing the way business is done in Washing-
ton, D.C. In January, the House voted 430 
to 1 and the Senate voted 96 to 2 to end 
lobbyist-funded trips and gifts.  

We lobbied for the new rules, which 
are aimed at reducing the access that 
powerful corporations and other special 
interests gain by purchasing meals, buy-
ing premium seats at sporting events, or 
sponsoring golf junkets in Scotland—any 
method of subsidizing perks for lawmak-
ers and their families.  

“The overwhelming support for new 
restrictions sends a powerful message 
that the new Congress is taking the need 
for reform seriously,” said Democracy 
Advocate Gary Kalman. “This move is 
a sea change from the ill-conceived and 
ineffectual bill considered and passed by 
the House during the scandal-plagued 
session last year.”

Disclosing Lobbyists’ Fundraising
In the summer of 2007, Illinois PIRG 
backed a lobby reform bill that could 
shed light on the often-hidden activities 
of lobbyists and their interactions with 
legislators. 

Under the bill, which became law in 

First Steps On Curbing Corruption
Curbing The Influence Of Powerful Interests In Congress   

September, lobbyists now need to dis-
close their fundraising efforts on behalf 
of candidates. Increasingly, candidates 
rely on outside fundraisers, often paid 
lobbyists called “bundlers” who raise 
up to hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for candidates. 

President Bushʼs “Pioneers” and “Rang-
ers” each raised between $100,000 and 
$200,000. Sen. Hillary Clintonʼs “Hill-
raisers” were each charged with raising 
$1 million. 

9.

Illinois PIRG-backed measures restrict lobbyist gifts to our elected 
representatives 

Federal Legislative Director Gary Kalman testified before the Senate Rules Committee on the 
importance of strong lobby reform measures. 

“This information will help the public 
better identify the powerful interests 
who use fundraising to build access and 
influence,” said Kalman.

Of course, the rules are only as strong as 
their enforcement. Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(Calif.) appointed a special House task 
force to examine how state governments 
have handled enforcing the ethics and 
lobby rules for state legislators.  

Kalman urged Rep. Michael Capuano 
(Mass.), head of the task force, to recom-
mend an independent office to police ethical 
scandals, ending the practice of “self-polic-
ing.” We pushed to model the new office on 
existing state ethics commissions. 

Staff



Citizen support is the cornerstone of Illinois PIRG and the Illinois PIRG Education Fund. Thousands of Illinois 
citizens supported Illinois PIRG by making membership contributions in fiscal year 2007. The members listed 
below were particularly generous in backing the organizationʼs research and advocacy. Names that appear in italics 
denote our monthly supporters. These members provide stability to the organizationʼs resources through our monthly 
giving program.

Illinois PIRG Supporters
Illinois PIRG and Illinois PIRG Education Fund

Development Committee
Development Committee members sup-
ported Illinois PIRG with contributions 
of $1,000 or more.

Karen Anderson • Bradley Beile • Mohammed Khan 
• Douglas H. Phelps • Eileen Sirkin 

Patrons
Patrons supported Illinois PIRG with 
contributions of $500 to $999.

Joe Atkinson • John Cowan • Richard Foulkes • 
Margaret Stetka Girdzius • Gillian Goodman • 
Brandon McKenna • Mary Meller • Judith Pieper 
• Juanita & Richard Ray • Adrienne Schumaker • 
Scott Smith • Patti Taylor 

Sponsors
Sponsors supported Illinois PIRG with 
contributions of $250 to $499.

Eric Adelstein • Heather Allen • Seth Allen • Phyllis 
Anderson • David Arms • Cynthia Ashby • Stuart 
Baum • Jean Beck • Cheryl Becker • Richard 
Bemzik • Rebecca & Bruce Berman • Adam Bisig • 
Marshall Bock • Jessica Bouboulis • John Boychuck 
• Kay Boyle • Mark Bragen • John Bremer • Sharon 
Brown-Sweeney • Jane & Glenn Bullock • Nancy 
Burgoyne • Michael Burkhart • Christine Burr • 
Sandra Cadiena • Christopher Cailles • Elizabeth 
Cain • Tim Calcagno • Bryan Carmody • Philip 
Christianson • Karen Citow • Paula Corvo • Steve 
Cory • Sheila Courington • Margaret Cummings 
• Brenda Darrell • David Davis • Rene Delgado • 
Liubov Derluguian • James Dolmage • Adam Dubin 
• Paul Estrich • Michael Evers • Barbara Fanta 

• John Farmer • Pauline Fife • Harry Fishman 
• Kate Fitzgerald • Chuck Fitzpatrick • Dianne 
Flint • Alfred Florio • Martin Fountain • Tim Frick 
• Raymond Frost • Frank J. Galvin III • Blair 
Gannegan • Andrew Gardner • Daniel Garrick • 
Ted Gault • Jan Goldberg • Leonard Goodman • 
David Gotsch • Peter Gotsch • Beatrice Grevers 
• James Gustafon • Geoff Guzynski • Howard 
Hess • Gina Heyman • Barbara Holbert • Debra 
Sue Holzman • Karen Howe • Hogan Nguyen 
& Patricia Huels • Julie Hull • Carrie Hunker • 
Dorothy Imm • Laurie Jacobs • Susanne Jessen 
• Nicole Jones • Catherine Kallal • Richard Katz 
• Polly Kawalek • Robert Kerls • Richard King • 
Marcel Kloss • Joe Y. Kwon • John Laiuppa • Peter 
Landon • John Lazra • Brian Leung • Ben Lichstein 
• Peggy Lipschutz • David Love • Ray Lutha • 
Maureen Lythgoe • James MacDonald • Raymond 
Magiera • Susan Mailow • Danny Maiuri • Maggie 
McCue • Patricia McDonnell • Timothy McGinnes 
• Michael J. McKee • William McKenna • Eleanor 
Mertens • Charles Miller • Darryl Miller • Linda 
Miner • Deborah Morris • Leanne Morris • Phyllis 
& Thomas Morris • Robert Nagelberg • Deborah 
Nelson • Paul Nicholson • Angela Normoyle • 
Greg Nowroski • Louise Pearson • Eric Peden • 
Michael Pensacki • Judith Perlman • Kathleen 
Picken • Jason Pierce • Terry Piper • Andre Pluess 
• Michael Popowits • Margaret Power • Gary 
Quinones • Kathie Randall • Anne Regnery • Ann 
Reisinger • Alan Robertson • Jill & Ron Rohde • 
Janice Rose-Valadez • Bette Rotert • Paul Roth • 
Greg Rothman • Vera Rowell • Preyas Roy • Steve 
Saines • Eric & Jill Schiller • Abby Schmelling • 
Heather Schmidt • Scott Schreiber • T. J. Scott • 
Mark Shields • Richard Shirkey • Nailah Siddique 
• Leigh Sisk • Kori Skidmore • James Eric Slanger 
• Jean M. Southworth • Aubrey Spight • Laura 
Stamp • Judi & Edward Stauber • Laura Stran • 
Barney Straus • Dennis Talley • David Tennant • 

Paul Touchton • Tim Traynor • Trish Tullman • 
Andrew Turner • Armand Tuzel • Elizabeth Urban 
• Kenneth & Joan Vatz • Mark Vickery • Bill Walsh 
• Miegan Wegrzyn • Scott Weil • Tim Weiland • 
Glen Weiss • Kurt Wells • Theresa A. Werbowecky 
• Gary Willer • Cynthia Williams • Ann Wilson • 
Good Heart Work Smart • Janet Wyman • Takayuki 
Yamanaka • Clifford Young 

Illinois PIRG Education Fund
Illinois PIRG Education Fund, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, conducts research and 
public education on emerging public 
interest issues. Contributions to Illinois 
PIRG Education Fund are tax-deduct-
ible. For more information, call Brian 
Imus at (312) 364-0096. Illinois PIRG 
Education Fund received recent grant 
awards from:

Patrick & Anna M. Cudahy Fund • Friends of the 
Earth • Media & Democracy Coalition • Surdna 
Foundation • The Woods Fund of Chicago

Planned Giving
Members who include Illinois PIRG in 
their wills leave a legacy of activism that 
will protect consumers and taxpayers, 
as well as revitalize participation in the 
democratic process for decades to come. 
For more information about including 
Illinois PIRG in your estate and major giv-
ing plans, call (800) 841-7299 or e-mail 
PlannedGiving@illinoispirg.org

Cover photos (from top left): Staff; Kevin Miller, 
Creative Commons; StockXCHNG; Staff.
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Illinois PIRG Staff (partial list)

Brian Imus
State Director

Emily Miller
Staff Attorney

Gary Kalman
Federal Legislative Director

Luke Swarthout
Higher Education Advocate


